I 

BRIEF NARRATIVE OF EVENTS 

CONNECTED WITH 

THE EE M OVAL OF 

W. TAYLEE 

* (i» 

FROM THE 

COMMISSIONERSHIP OF PATNA, 

With Correspondence relative thereto. 



Iprinteb for |Jritate Cimtlatioir. 



LONDON : 

PRINTED BY W. THACKER & Co., 87, NEWGATE STREET. 

1858. 



1 



BRIEF NARRATIVE OF EVENTS 

CONNECTED "WITH 

THE .REMOVAL OF 
W. TAYLEE. 

FROM THE COMMISSIONERSHIP OF PATNA. 



My sudden and abrupt dismissal from the high post 
which I held at Patna, just at the time when my measures 
had been crowned with success, and my administration was 
quoted as a triumph, is an incident of such peculiar charac- 
ter, so unintelligible to the world, and so injurious to my 
reputation — that I feel myself imperatively called upon to 
give, at least to my friends, some explanation of the circum- 
stances under which it has taken place. 

I have already laid an appeal before the highest local Tri- 
bunal, in the hope and expectation of receiving justice; but, 
in that appeal, T have limited myself, as is usual, to the 
circumstances immediately connected with the case, and have 
not travelled beyond the record, or attempted to illustrate the 
subject by the detail of past occurrences, the exposure of covert 
motives, or the indirect connection of collateral incidents. 

Further reflection, however, on the whole subject, leads 
me to the conclusion, that I should be wanting to myself, to 
my public duty, and to the many interests connected with 
the subject of my policy and my removal — if I failed to bring 
forward, unreservedly, the whole chain of circumstances, of 
which my summary ejection forms but the last link. 

In adopting this course, I may, perhaps, be deviating from 
established custom, and possibly infringe the technical 
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restrictions of official observance ; but as all the " weightier 
matters" of the law, truth, justice, and courtesy, have been 
rudely dispensed with in my case — as I have been turned out 
of a high official post at the very zenith of a successful ad- 
ministration, as summarily and with as little ceremony as a 
Beadle might eject a vagrant gamin from forbidden ground, 
I shall perhaps be pardoned the " anise and cummin," of 
small improprieties, in consideration of the important object 
which I contenqdate, and the serious task which is before me. 

I have been summarily dealt with by Mr. Halliday as if I 
were a malefactor, while all competent witnesses hail me, with 
united voice, as the protector of Patna. 

As a reason for the special and accumulated insults that have 
been cast upon me, Mr. Halliday said it was not safe to leave 
the appointment in my hands, while the whole Province say 
that the safety of everything is due to me ! 

Under such unexampled injuries, I cannot consent to re- 
strain myself within the forms of conventional propriety. I 
had rather the truth should be known, and my character vin- 
dicated without delay, though I should be personally rebuked 
for informality or presumption, than, while paying obedience 
to the forms of etiquette, allow my actions to be misrepre- 
sented and my name insulted. 

My purpose now is to disclose the entire train of incidents 
that have occurred within the last six months ; to show that 
Mr. Halliday's antagonism and disfavor, which have now led 
to this violent blow against me, are the result of previous cir- 
cumstances — that his disfavor was originally incurred by me, 
not in consequence of any error or dereliction of duty, but of 
an honest and straightforward remonstrance which I made, 
both publicly and privately, against certain of his proceedings 
in another matter. That these proceedings, again, were the 
consequence of a contemptible cabal, got up by a small clique 
of men, headed by Mr. Jfalliday's brother-in-law, and that, con- 
sequently, I have good reason to believe, that prejudice and 
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hostility have been allowed to influence Mr. Halliday's feel- 
ings against me in no common degree. 

I shall then show that, even hi the time of our greatest 
peril and disaster, when I was diligently labouring for the 
public good, I was subjected to harsh and mortifying treat- 
ment ; that the erroneous judgment and grave miscalculation 
of events and probabilities advanced by Mr. Halliday were so 
embarrassing, that I was occasionally placed in very serious 
dilemmas, and compelled to act on my own responsibility in op- 
position to his views; and, finally, that the whole course of 
policy pursued by me at Patna, and which has now been uni- 
versally acknowledged to have been eminently successful, was 
so clearly opposed to the policy pursued and advocated by the 
Lieutenant-Governor, that I had no alternative but either to 
disregard his instructions, and act as God and my conscience 
might direct, or sacrifice the lives in my keeping and lose the 
Province. 

It will be clearly seen that there are no light issues be- 
tween Mr. Halliday and myself involved in this statement ; 
but, as I shall advance nothing which I cannot substantiate, 
and, as I feel I have truth, rectitude of purpose, and a 
legitimate object before me, I do not hesitate to record them, 
and am, of course, prepared to stand by the consequences. 

I have been treated like a criminal, and turned, it may be 
said, into the streets, at the very time at which acknowledg- 
ment and reward might justly have been tendered me, and I 
am resolved that my rulers, my friends, and the world, shall 
at least have full means of judging how far I have deserved 
the disgrace. 

The circumstances which first brought me into disfavor 
with Mr. llalliday, occurred some five months ago, and will 
here be very briefly described. In another place they will 
be more fully narrated. 

"With the recorded approbation, and, under the favoring 
auspices of Mr. Halliday himself, I projected, last year, a 
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novel scheme of National Education, which has since received 
the admiration and approval of the most able men in India. 

The scheme was one of Industrial Education of a practical 
kind, and the details of the plan will be found briefly set 
forth in the accompanying Pamphlet. 

I intend, if permitted, to publish hereafter, for general 
information, the history of the rise and fall of this Institution 
under the petty attacks of a clique. Suffice it here to say, 
that, while I was enthusiastically absorbed in organizing the 
scheme, and obtaining for its maintenance the support and 
contributions of the wealthy, a small knot of gentlemen at 
Patna, led on by Mr. Halliday's brother-in-law, concocted an 
opposition to all my plans, not openly, but in secret, and be- 
hind my back. 

Private misrepresentations, it appears, were made to Mr. 
Halliday and to others, charging me with exercising some 
sort of compulsion upon Rajahs and Zemindars, to induce 
them to subscribe to the establishment, and Mr. Garrett,* 
whose duties rendered it necessary for him to make a tour of 
the Districts, constituted himself the itinerary apostle of the 
clique, dogged my footsteps, and exhausted all the eloquence, 
and all the energy he possessed, in misrepresenting my 
motives and abusing myself. 

These covert machinations went on for some time without 
the slightest suspicion on my part, the machinators keeping 
up all the time the semblance of friendship and good-will ; 
but suddenly the storm burst ; anonymous letters appeared in 
the papers ; whisperings and rumours crept over the station ; 
" good-natured friends" were not wanting to repeat tbe slan- 
ders under the plausible guise of professed friendship ; and, 
shortly afterwards, a letter arrived from Mr. Halliday, saying 
he had received accounts from several quarters, that a sort of 

* I regret the necessity of mentioning the name of a gentleman who 
has since died, hut as his letters are on record, and will he quoted against 
me, it is unavoidable. 
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forced taxation or compulsory tribute was being levied by me, 
and that there was much " alarm and dissatisfaction" in the 
minds of the natives. 

Before my answer, contemptuously repudiating this absurd 
charge, coidd reach Mr. Halliday, he seems to have been 
moved by more missives, and to have been convinced by, I 
suppose, the earnestness of my slanderers. Then, in his 
anxiety, as it seems, to save himself all contamination from 
the ill-savor of my wicked doings, he issued a notice for pub- 
lication throughout the Districts, in which he set forth his 
views in regard to subscriptions for public objects. 

The cream of this notice was, that unless the subscriptions 
were entirely spontaneous and disinterested, and given without 
reference to the wishes of Government, or any other interested 
motive, they were not acceptable. 

I objected to this procedure. 

I objected to the views set forth in the Proclamation, 
because — to use plain words — I did not consider them to be 
either ingenuous, consistent, or true. 

I protested against it, publicly — I protested against it, in 
the strongest and most unreserved terms, privately, as I con- 
sidered it my duty to do. 

I told Mr. Halliday that my friends had always warned me, 
he would " throw me over" the moment it suited his purpose — 
that I perceived he was about to fulfil these predictions — 
that in consideration of former kindness shown me, I could 
not refrain from entreating him, before it was too late, for his 
own sake, to withdraw or modify the terms of this unfortunate 
notice, because it was entirely inconsistent with things done, 
said, approved, and applauded by him again and again. 

Thus began the disagreement which laid me under the ban 
of Mr. Halliday's displeasure. 

I could not conscientiously, and therefore I would not, yield 
the point — I could not feign to believe that the subscriptions 
had been disinterested and spontaneous, when I knew, as all 
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others know, that such words are scarcely to be found in the 
native vocabulary. 

It would be tedious to detail the subsequent incidents. 
I will only here say, that I considered Mr. Halliday's pro- 
ceedings so unfair and so inconsistent, that I prepared a public 
and formal protest against them to be laid before the Governor 
General in Council, which I annex to this statement.* 

From that day Mr. Halliday has, I believe, regarded me 
with intense political, perhaps personal, dislike. 

Some months ago, he was desirous of removing me from 
the Patna to the Burdwan Commissionership, and had actually 
made arrangements for so doing. The object of this was, 
I believe, to save his brother-in-law, the leader of the cabal 
against me, from the consequences of a scandalous letter which 
that gentleman had written, in which he served up, without 
stint or measure, all the calumnies, idle gossip, and malicious 
reports, that he and his followers had succeeded in accumu- 
lating. 

The manifest malice, and the manifest falsehood of these 
wretched tales, placed Mr. Garrett and Mr. Halliday in an 
embarrassing position, and, had not a higher hand than that 
of any earthly Governor removed the former from the scene, 
I have little doubt that I should have been made the scape- 
goat, at all hazards. 

As it was, the moment I heard of the premeditated transfer, 
I wrote to the Home Secretary of the Government of India, 
begging I might be removed at once, or else that the report 
might be authoritatively contradicted, as I was not disposed 
to enter upon the serious responsibilities of so grave a crisis 
with a weakened prestige, and the threat of removal suspended 
over me. 

The answer was that the idea had been abandoned, tbat it 
would be mischievous to remove high Officers at such a crisis, 

* This protest was written in June ; but its transmission was delayed 
in consequence of the disturbances. 
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and in my case especially so. I remained— to bear the heat and 
burden of the day — to save Patna, and then to he—dis)tiissed ! 

Thus prevented, against his inclination, from doing me at 
that time the injury he meditated — for an injury, and a serious 
one, he knew it would be— Mr. Halliday's subsequent treat- 
ment of me has shown how ill this compulsory reprieve was 
tolerated by him, and how little, in fact, he had abandoned 
his purpose ; and this brings me to the period of the late dis- 
turbances. * 

This then was my position at the outset of the insurrection — 
the Lieutenant-Governor exasperated against me, because I 
protested, and continued to protest, against what I held to be 
untrue — his brother-in-law, on the spot, heading a small, but 
compact body of not over-scrupulous opponents, who assailed 
me, by invitation of the Lieutenant-Governor, with all manner 
of petty scandal, sarcasm, and abuse — the Magistrate, my 
subordinate, encouraged to oppose my views and thwart 
my orders — a threatened transfer, only just warded off by the 
intervention of others — my own heart indignant at the unjust 
and ungenerous treatment I had received — Mr. Halliday, as I 
well knew, ready to take advantage of the slightest mistake. 

Such was the combination of circumstances under which I 
entered upon the great crisis in which we were involved, and 
against such various and disheartening difficulties had I to 
deal with the dangers around us. 

Patna, as is notorious, has for many years been regarded as 
the principal seat of disloyalty and intrigue. Ten years ago 
a deep-laid plot was discovered in the City, which included 
many of the influential people. The Town contains an im- 
mense Mahomedan population — many of them of old and 
respectable families — many impoverished in consequence of 
the resumjDtion of their lands. 

* A separate and full history of the " Industrial Institution," which I 
mean to compile, will give all who are curious on the subject, a more inti- 
mate and exact understanding of the matter. 
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When first the mutiny broke out at Delhi and Meerut, the 
most serious alarm was entertained for Patna. 

The Opium Agent, Mr. Garrett, and the lamented Dr. Lyell, 
made strong and frequent representations to the Government, 
and the General Commanding the Division on the subject. 

Mr. Farquharson, the Judge, at the first outbreak of the 
Mutiny in Ma} r , wrote to propose that we should be prepared 
to leave the place on the first real alarm, and put ourselves 
under the protection of the Guns and English Soldiers at 
Dinapore. 

The General Commanding the Division would not give a 
single Soldier for the protection of Patna ; we had for some 
time no other Troops — the Local Battalion were of little use, 
even if trusted, and were more likely to turn their rusty fire- 
locks against us, than use them in our favor, if any real 
disturbance took place. 

Every letter I received spoke of the danger apprehended at 
Patna — all believed that if Patna went, the whole Province 
would follow — anonymous letters and petitions came to me 
every day, speaking of plots, conspiracies, and traitors — no 
one knew whom to trust, or whom to fear — the great sect of 
the Wahabees, numbering some thousands between Patna and 
Dinapore, were observed to be unusually busy — private meet- 
ings were held at night at mosques and in private houses — all 
was uncertainty, suspicion, and fear — the inward consciousness 
of danger, not the less alarming, because not distinctly under- 
stood, pervaded all hearts. A great City, a large Christian 
population, and a noble Province, were in my hands, to save 
or to lose. 

In the face of all these difficulties, by God's blessing, my 
measures were crowned with complete success. 

The City was disarmed, the dangerous and disaffected were 
rendered powerless, the people were compelled to keep in their 
houses after 9 o'clock at night ; conspiracies were detected and 
baffled, an attempt to raise the City failed, the chief criminals 
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were hanged or imprisoned, the villains of the Town fled in 
terror, and peace and security, such as had never been known 
before, were established throughout the neighbourhood; so 
that during the two months of June and July, scarcely a case 
even of theft occurred within the precincts of the Town, and, 
when the day of the Mutiny arrived, which it was intended 
should be the signal of a concerted outbreak, the entire City of 
Patna was unmoved, except by fear. 

Such, summarily touched upon, was the result of my ad- 
ministration. I now propose to show what were Mr. Halliday's 
views in this important crisis — what counsel and aid I received 
from his wisdom and experience, and what was his treatment 
of me individually. 

It is impossible to deny, and useless to conceal, that, in 
vindicating my own character, I have matters of grave and 
momentous import to lay to Mr. Halliday's charge, and it may 
become a question of serious enquiry, if I, a subordinate Officer, 
bave been thrust out of my appointment, disgraced before the 
world, and kept for months without any salary, for (at the 
worst) one single error of 'judgment—- what fate would, by parity 
of justice, await Mr. Halliday, if, at least, his exalted office does 
not relieve him from all responsibility. 

The matters I allude to are these — 

I affirm that, in several instances, of more or less importance, 
recommendations made by me were either disregarded or dis- 
approved, with no good or sufficient reason, to the manifest 
detriment of the Public Service, and the imminent danger of 
the whole Province ; that the dangers wbich existed, and which 
subsequent events proved to be real, were slighted or ignored by 
Mr. Halliday, in opposition to reason, fact, and evidence; and, 
lastly, that he has, at the time of my removal, lent bimself to 
arrangements which have roused a spirit of indignation among 
the English, and dissatisfaction among the respectable natives, 
which have been generally condemned by the Civil and 
Military Services, and which are calculated, at this crisis, to 
bring discredit, if not contempt, upon the English name. 
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These are not light assertions; but I believe them true, 
and I proceed to illustrate them. 

When the intelligence of the Mutinies in the North-West 
was received, one of the first measures I proposed was to raise 
a local Force for future purposes, foreseeing, as I immediately 
did, that in consequence of the paucity of regular Troops, 
there would be a crying necessity for some trustworthy 
Irregulars, in the different Districts. 

I proposed to apply to all the respectable Landholders to 
provide a quota of men to be approved by me, and to be 
entertained on the guarantee of the Zemindars who supplied 
them. 

I might have raised a valuable and efficient Force by these 
means, which would have done good service, and prevented, in 
a great measure, the disorganization of Districts. 

But Mr. Halliday objected to my asking the Zemindars for 
any assistance, stating that, with reference to a late corres- 
pondence (regarding the Institution), such "asking" might 
be misunderstood — he added, that I might receive aid and 
thank the Zemindars for it if given, but that I must not ask ! 

The meaning of this evidently was, that, having declared 
in the Proclamation regarding the Industrial Institution, 
which I have referred to above, that no assistance on the 
part of Native Landholders, unless spontaneous and disinterested, 
was acceptable, Mr. Halliday did not like to involve himself in 
the inconsistency of asking for such assistance immediately 
afterwards. 

Now this distinction appeared to me so palpably a distinction 
without a difference — it would have been so complete a piece 
of hypocrisy in me to tell a Zemindar, that I could not ask 
him for aid, but I would thank him if he gave it — that I could 
not lend myself to what appeared a mere subterfuge and a 
sham, and the plan was abandoned. 

The value of a body such as I contemplated raising, and 
could, by the mode proposed, have raised, would, at this time, 
have been incalculable. 
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As an auxiliary force, they might have been employed in 
any District, they might have prevented the necessity of 
abandoning at least some of the Stations, they might have 
prevented the defeat of the Seikhs by the 5th Cavalry at 
Gya, and performed numberless other services, and by the 
cold weather could have been available for whatever duties 
were required. 

This appears to me to bo an instance in which the public 
good was sacrificed apparently for the sole purpose of keeping 
up the illusion of disinterested generosity set forth in Mr. 
Halliday's unfortunate Proclamation. Had Mr. Ilalliday 
disapproved of the measure in itself, it would not be for me to 
raise this objection ; but no other reason for its rejection was 
given, but a reluctance to ash, while permission was given to 
do what would have been the same thing as asking under 
another name and semblance. 

The next instance I shall mention of disregard to my 
recommendations, followed by serious consequences, is with 
respect to the 5th Cavalry. 

I wrote demi- officially to the Lieutenant-Governor, telling 
him I knew that the 5th Cavalry were in a state of Mutiny, 
prepared to rise when opportunity suited them, begged that 
they might be disarmed without delay, and offered, if intima- 
tion were sent to me, to have the Detachments at Chuprah 
and Dinapore knocked off their horses at the same time. 

The answer was that some other Officers trusted them, and 
Government " could not afford to lose anything in the shape 
of Cavalry, until their absence was proved to be preferable to 
their presence" ! — as if such proof is ever given till the remedy 
is too late ! 

Shortly afterwards the 5th Cavalry rose, attacked Gya, 
defeated the Seikhs under Captain Rattray, dashed into the 
Town, liberated the prisoners, subsequently ravaged the 
District, and went off in triumph to join Kooer Singh. 

Common judgment and decision, especially after the inform- 
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ation I gave, might have obviated all these disastrous 
consequences. 

The next is a still more serious instance of wrong judg- 
ment amounting, as it appears to me, almost to infatuation — 
a judgment, indeed, so mischievously wrong, that had I not 
entirely set it aside, and acted in direct opposition to the view which 
Mr. Halliday entertained, Patna, if not the whole Province, 
would hare been ruined. 

When the intelligence of the distant Mutinies was first 
received, I myself for a short time hoped it might prove to be 
a merely partial and military revolt, and that the contagion 
might not spread to the people or citizens of Patna, and I 
expressed at the outset this hope to the Lieutenant- Governor. 

But circumstances very shortly afterwards occurred, which 
induced me to alter my opinion. 

On the 7th of June, a rise of the three Native Regiments 
at Dinapore was planned, and intimation was sent to me, by 
the Military Authorities, that a disturbance was expected. 

All the Christians assembled at my house, and preparations 
were made for defence. 

While we were thus congregated, two letters from the 
Regiments were intercepted, addressed to the men of the 
Police Local Battalion, telling them that afl had agreed, that 
they were coming down towards Patna, and begging the 
Nujeebs to take the Treasure and meet them ! 

The design having been discovered at Dinapore, and great 
efforts having been made by the Officers, the Mutiny was 
staved off apparently by a hair's breadth, and Rattray's 
Seikhs, to whom I had sent several expresses, marched into 
Patna at about four in the morning. 

From this time my eyes were opened ; the fact of a commu- 
nication having been carried on between the Regiments and 
the Nujeeb Guard was palpable ; I soon found that constant 
intercourse was kept up between the two Stations, Patna and 
Dinapore, and I plainly perceived, after some secret observa- 
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tion and inquiry, that serious mischief was brewing under an 
unruffled surface. 

Then it was that, after carefully pondering the several 
sources of danger, after weighing and comparing the inform- 
ation brought to me from various sources, I resolved to adopt 
a series of coercive measures, which would anticipate and 
nullify any movement that might be contemplated, and 
draw the teeth of the disloyal before they had opportunity 
to bite. 

The danger appeared to me to threaten us from three 
separate quarters — 

First. — From the numerous and united sect of the Wahabee 
Fanatics. 

Secondly. — From the immigrants, visitors, and settlers from 
Lucknow. 

Thirdly. — From the budmashes, or ecoundrels of the City, 
who are ever ready to take advantage of disturbance, and who, 
if united with the prisoners, would form a large and for- 
midable body. 

Against these three parties my blows were aimed, and all 
were struck effectually ; all my measures were quietly and 
successfully executed, and have been productive of precisely 
the results contemplated. 

All ivas done on my own sole responsibility, without the 
permission or knowledge of Mr. Halliday, and tbe reason why 
this was so, brings me to the point of my present charge. 

It will perhaps scarely be believed, that in spite of all that 
had occurred at other Stations, with the tragedies at Meerut 
and Delhi fresh on his mind, notwithstanding that every man, 
woman, and child in Behar knew that a Mutiny had been 
planned on the 7th of June, and only accidently averted, 
Mr. Halliday, in the full light of these established facts, 
writing demi- officially, though dictatorially to me, some days 
after the night of the 7th, said — 

" I cannot satisfy myself that Patna is in any danger. — It is 
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inconceivable that the Native Regimen ts at Dinapore should mutiny 
in the face of the European Troops !" 

Mr. Halliday had before this rebuked me for saying " please 
God we shall weather the storm," on the ground that there 
was "no storm at Patna," and on this occasion, when uttering 
this extraordinary opinion, he added "there can be no dis- 
turbance at Patna, unless the Regiments do mutiny." 

It is not with the utter inaccuracy of this judgment, and 
the extraordinary want of knowledge and foresight which it 
displayed, that I here wish to deal, but with the effect that 
this tone and handling of the crisis, and its probabilities, 
necessarily, had on my measures. 

On the one hand, 7, in common with the whole Province, 
was convinced that the Regiments were bent on Mutiny and 
only waited their opportunity. 

Mr. Halliday held it to be inconceivable they should ! 

At Patna, the Treasure amounting to twenty lakhs — the 
Opium, estimated at some crores of Rupees — the entire 
Christian population, with all that was dear to them — my own 
wife and children— the safety of all was in my hands, and all 
depended, under God, on my measures. 

Had I adojried Mr. Halliday's view, making nought of the 
danger and slighting past experience, I should have folded 
my hands, satisfied with the report from the Magistrate and 
the Police, that " all was well." The plots of Ali Kureem, 
Peer Ali Khan, and other conspirators, would have been 
matured — the co-operation of the disaffected townsfolk and 
the Nujeebs would have been obtained — the people woidd 
have kept their arms, and enjoyed unrestricted liberty at 
night — time would have been allowed for the Sepoj's and the 
Citizens to adjust their difference of opinion as to the particular 
day of the week on which we were all to be murdered,* and when 

* This is a fact, confessed to me by several of the conspirators. The 
townfolk wished to saf-kur (clear us out) on a Friday, the Sepoys on a 
Sunday. 
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the day of Mutiny came, Cawnpore, Jhansi, and Shahjehan- 
pore might have been out-rivalled by the tragedy of Patna. 

I am thankful that I dared to act on my own conviction of 
what was right, and the universal testimony borne by all the 
residents of the province, that the safety of Patna was 
secured by the measures taken by me, in opposition to Mr. 
Halliday's views, is an ample reward for all I have endured, 
and a fu.'l compensation, as far as my feelings are concerned, 
for Mr. Halliday's displeasure. 

How far this strange disregard of reason and experience 
affected the Councils of the Empire, and prevented the 
Governor General from issuing decided instructions for dis- 
arming the Dinapore Regiments, I cannot divine. But when 
the fearful results of that triumphant Mutiny are considered, 
the ravages, the loss of life, the disorganization of the country, 
the slaughter of brave troops, the death of our countrymen — 
when these things are pondered, then the importance of this 
question will be duly seen, and the grounds and consequences 
of Mr. Halliday's dictum be duly appreciated. 

The next incident I will mention is in respect to Kooer 
Singh, and this again is no unimportant or trivial matter. 

It may not perhaps be generally known, that about two 
years prior to these occurrences, Government, at the recom- 
mendation of the Commissioner of Patna, Mr. Dampier, and 
of the Sudder Board, had taken over charge of Kooer Singh's 
estates, with a view to the adjustment of his affairs, Kooer 
Singh himself engaging to obtain an advance of money for the 
purpose of paying his debts, which were to be liquidated from 
the proceeds of the estates, through the collector. 

The loan (thirteen lakhs) had not been finally negotiated, 
but sums had been intermediately raised from other parties ; 
several very advantageous compromises had been made, and 
the capitalists who offered the large loan, had distinctly 
promised to remit it. 

Suddenly, about a month before the Dinapore Mutiny, the 

B 
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Sudder Board of Bevenue sent through me, as Commissioner, 
a peremptory message to Kooer Singh, that unless he obtained 
the entire loan within a month (which was impossible), they 
woidd recommend the Government to withdraw all inter- 
ference with his affairs, and abandon the management of his 
estates. 

Anything more ill-advised or ill-timed can scarcely be con- 
ceived. The effect of such a measure would have been to 
throw him bound hand and foot into the power of his creditors, 
and make him altogether desperate, and this just at the 
moment when, as all knew, he was being anxiously sough t for as 
a leader by the Dinapore Sepoys. 

The message was necessarily communicated ; but I lost no 
time in writing to the Lieutenant-Governor, pointing out the 
imprudence of such a step at this critical time, and begging 
him to authorise me to assure the old Baboo from himself, that 
he should not be thus thrown over. 

In reply to this, after some time, a doubtful answer, of the 
stereotype character, came to say, that inquiries woidd be 
made from the Board, &c, and the Lieutenant-Governor 
would see what could be done, or words to that effect. 

That is, in a matter of the utmost urgency, and at a most 
critical time, notwithstanding that i", as Commissioner of the 
Division, had pointed out the danger, the same routine course 
of dilatory procedure was to be pursued, as when there was 
neither danger nor crisis at all ! 

Ten days afterwards, Kooer Singh was at the head of 10,000 
Rebels ! ! 

The next case is that which concerns the Magistrate of Patna. 
This gentleman had been carried away by the anti-institution 
cabal, and, under the influence of ill advice from certain 
members of it, had persisted in placing himself in wilful 
opposition to me, his immediate superior, for some months 
before, in spite of every attempt that I could make to conciliate 
him by kindness, forbearance, and friendly overture. Even in 
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ordinary times, a want of unanimity between a Commissioner 

and Magistrate is mischievous, and Mr. has not 

much to thank the friends for who encouraged him in such a 
course. But when we entered on the late perilous crisis, and 
want of unanimity became positively dangerous — when I saw 
that, in spite of all my efforts, the Magistrate persisted in a 
vexatious and unreasonable opposition, I then found it neces- 
sary, for the great interests at stake, to recommend his 
transfer to an appointment of equal emoluments at another 
and neighbouring station. 

Mr. Halliday refused to comply, because, as he said, I had 
shown a bias against Mr. . 

Thus charged, it became my imperative duty to refute the 

unfair imputation, and to show that Mr. was not 

equal to the important post he held, which I had already 
stated some months before in my Annual Police Report. 

A few days after Mr. Halliday had declined to transfer him 
at my earnest recommendation, made solely for the public 
good — he was compelled, by other circumstances, to remove 
him altogether ! 

It appears to me that the public have just cause to complain 
that their safety and interests were not consulted in the first 
instance, when, on the responsibility of my office, I represented 
the danger to all of a want of union, which weakened my 
authority, encouraged the intriguing and disaffected, and im- 
perilled the city. 

Such then are the serious oversights — such the mistaken 
judgment, and the dangerous errors, which have emanated 
from Mr. Halliday. 

If I had been allowed frankly to ask for aid from the 
great Landholders at the outset, there might now have 
been an efficient armed body, foot and horse, ready to co- 
operate with the English or Seikh Detachments, and perfectly 
reliable, because guaranteed by those who have everything 
to lose. 

B 2 
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If the 5th Cavalry had been disarmed, as I entreated they 
might be, the defeat of the Seikhs, the second liberation of the 
Gya prisoners, the plunder of property, the disorganization of 
the district — all might have been spared. 

Had Mr. Halliday not blindly disregarded the lesson of 
established facts, more decided and vigorous measures would 
doubtless have been adopted in regard to the Dinapore 
Regiments, and the dark array of disasters which has 
followed their "inconceivable" Mutiny, the destruction of 
Arrah, the defeat and slaughter of English Troops and 
Officers, the devastation of the country, might have been 
avoided. 

Had my entreaty regarding Kooer Singh been properly 
acted upon, I cannot absolutely say that he would never have 
joined the Rebels ; but the Government would, at all events, 
have been spared the remorse of thinking that they had them- 
selves added at least one inducement to his revolt. 

If these things are true, and they defy contradiction, may 
I not fairly ask whether Mr. Halliday, who has so often and 
so seriously erred, and the consequence of whose errors has 
been so disastrous, whether he is the person to visit my single 
alleged want of judgment with such a merciless and severe 
penalty as dismissal and disgrace ? 

If that dismissal be viewed in the light of the present reve- 
lation — if the antecedent feeling of Mr. Halliday be observed, 
and the tale of the Institution carefully considered — if the 
purpose of removing me three months before, because of 

these unfortunate occurrences, be borne in mind if the 

serious errors committed by Mr. Halliday himself and exposed 
by me be duly weighed, and it bo seen that the vigorous and 
determined measures adopted, and the signal success achieved 
by me, were adopted and achieved on my own responsibility, 
and in opposition to Mr. Halliday' s views— when all these things 
are considered, I am much mistaken if the sentence which so 
took the whole of India by surprise, and is at the present 
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day an enigma to the uninitiated, and a puzzle to the world, 
bo not clearly understood. 

I will now make some observations on what has occurred 
since my removal from office. 

The appointment of Ameer Ali has met with such marked — 
such universal condemnation, from all classes — the policy 
which dictated it has caused such profound dissatisfaction, 
that it will doubtless receive in itself a sufficient share of dis- 
cussion and enquiry. 

The subject quite deserves a separate history, and will pro- 
bably obtain it from the pens of others, if not of myself. 
But I cannot refrain from here pointing out, what is not 
generally known, viz : that this Ameer Ali is the intimate 
friend and confidential adviser of one Lootf Ali, a wealthy 
banker at Patna, a man of notoriously bad character, who was 
arrested and tried on a charge of harbouring a Mutineer, and 
two of whose household servants were proved to have been ac- 
tively concerned in the brutal murder of Dr. Lyell, and were 
hanged by me in consequence. 

Further, that a reference was before the Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor as to whether criminal proceedings should not be 
taken against Lootf Ali on the latter grounds, at the very time, 
his great friend Ameer Ali tvas sent as Assistant Commissioner 
to Patna. 

Thus whatever was the object of the appointment, Ameer 
Ali is looked upon as the partisan of his friend Lootf Ali, who 
is known to have sent large sums to Calcutta during his 
imprisonment. 

Since his arrival at Patna, Lootf Ali has become a leading 
character, and is described as exercising no little influence. 
He has been admitted to the house of the Commissioner — he 
has, in conjunction with other questionable characters, pre- 
sented a petition of congratulation and loyalty, and received 
acknowledgment and thanks from the Lieutenant-Governor, 
and is said openly to boast that he has procured my dismissal ! 
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These are matters that must be sifted, and doubtless will, 
when the time comes. 

I have written this narrative for the satisfaction specially 
of my friends — of those who have so warmly testified to my 
services, and sympathised in my feelings, and for such other 
of my acquaintances and the public as are interested in the 
matter of my removal. 

But I have another motive, quite irrespective of all per- 
sonal considerations, for giving record and circulation to these 
remarks ; it is that I feel convinced — and the conviction is, I 
apprehend, very generally shared by all who have carefully 
marked the course of late events — I feel convinced that the 
ground of my removal, though to a certain extent connected 
with other matters, and undoubtedly according with the fore- 
gone conclusion of Mr. Halliday's mind, the real ground is 
the obvious, if not the avowed, antagonism between my policy 
and the policy of the Government, in dealing with the events 
of the present crisis. 

It is on this account, as well as for the vindication of my 
own name ; — because I feel that the actual question involved 
in this struggle between the Lieutenant-Governor and my- 
self is a question fraught with consequences of deep import 
to the future destiny of India, that I venture to place myself 
in an attitude of opposition to the Government, less formal 
and ceremonious than in ordinary times I should consider 
becoming or well-judged. 

Were the matter of discussion between Mr. Halliday and 
myself a matter of common routine, of minor importance, or 
passing interest, I would cheerfully yield my views and 
opinions to the voice of authority and the principles of sub- 
ordination ; but, feeling as I do, that the safety of India, and 
the honor of England, are alike bound up in the dispute, 
which in fact lies at the root of the present controversy, I 
conceive it to be my duty as an Englishman and a Christian 
to waive the conventional rules of official decorum, if thereby 
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I can force this great question, without delay, before the 
highest authority here and in England. 

Whatever victories may be achieved in the field by the 
strength of our bayonets, the strategy of our leaders, or the 
indomitable valour of our brave soldiers, there is a greater 
victory and more permanent triumph to be looked for, with- 
out which the gain of a battle, or the defeat of a foe, how- 
ever brilliant or decisive, will be of little use — a triumph 
with which the whole future of this great country — the 
true interests both of India and England — are indissolubly 
united. 

For the achievement of that victory, it is, above all 
things, necessary, that we should, first, see the truth, and 
then manfully meet and grapple with it — that all our mea- 
sures should be conducted on principles ruled and directed 
by that truth, and that, in the light of it, as of a sure 
guide, we should deal with the nation under our rule, 
resolutely and righteously, as in the fear of God, trusting to 
Him for the issue. 

What this truth is, I may, I think, venture to say, is 
patent to all thinking men, who have eyes to see and ears to 
hear ; anft may thus be briefly stated : — 

Firstly, — That the present outbreak is no military revolt 
alone — no soldier mutiny, no mere rising of an Army. It is the 
issue of a long meditated and deeply-laid scheme, the delibe- 
rate purpose of which was the extermination of the whole 
Christian race, the overthroiv of the British Government, and 
the re-establishment of Moslem Rule- 
Secondly, — That the Army, bought over by bribes and pro- 
mises, and moved by the fears and fanaticism of the Sepoys 
on religious points, has been the instrument used for the 
accomplishment of this large purpose of treachery and ex- 
termination. All the reasons so frequently assigned for its 
revolt— the paucity of officers, relaxation of discipline, and 
such like matters, are merely secondary causes, which, 
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though important in themselves, as rendering the seduction of 
the regiments more easy, have yet nothing to do with the 
origin or purpose of the insurrection. 

Thirdly, — That the Mahomedans are those who, as a body, 
have originated the scheme, have brought it to maturity, 
and have secretly, and with marvellous cunning and con- 
summate adroitness, pulled the strings and set the puppets hi 
motion. 

These I conceive to be the main facts of this great truth — 
facts which, if I mistake not, are daily becoming more patent, 
at least to the observing few. 

The lessons to be derived from them as to our own dealings 
appear to me to be (stated briefly and in outline) these — 

That the English should everywhere assert and maintain, 
with stern though discriminating rigour, that superiority 
which Grod has given them. 

That with a people which has shown that, while feeding on 
our bounty and fawning on our persons, they can deliberately 
plan and mercilessly carry out schemes of unparalleled atrocity, 
we should hold no paltry, hesitating parley, no cowardly, 
half-hearted compromise. 

A blood-thirsty and traitorous race, after a ce'htury of 
unwilling subjugation, impelled by personal hatred, national 
antagonism, the impidses of fanaticism, and the direct precepts 
of their religion, has now thrown down the gauntlet to us — 
Englishmen and Christians ; they have murdered our children 
and dishonored our women — they would have swept us from 
the face of the earth. 

Let us, Christians and Englishmen, take the gauntlet up 
and repay these foul deeds — not with unmanly bestial acts 
like theirs — not with the murder of the feeble, the aged, or 
the stripling — not with savage or undiscriminating vengeance, 
which our religion forbids — but with hard and honest blows 
now — unflinching though righteous dominancy for all future 
time. 



25 



Let us recognize and accept the great lesson which has now 
been taught us amidst tears and blood, and deal with it as 
wise and fearless men ; instead of shutting our eyes to the 
truth, and satisfying ourselves with a semblance of security, 
in which to slumber on until we are again awakened by 
another, perhaps a more successful revolution. 

This is the victory which will be the permanent safe- guard 
of an Empire which God has ordered for great purposes of 
righteousness. 

"Where individual loyalty has been shown, and individual 
service unquestionably rendered, let us frankly accept it, and 
honor it as it deserves, but let it be as an exception clear/!/ 
proved. 

"With the nation at large, our rule and our dominion must 
bo the rule and the dominion of a superior race — the do- 
minion of conquerors over a conquered but rebellious people 
— the dominion of a nation, sustained by the favor of the 
Almighty, over a nation yet lying in the darkness of Satan's 
sovereignty. 

It was in this spirit, and with this assurance on my mind, 
that, in the face of the dangers around us, and in opposition 
to the adVice and exhortation of others, when we had no sol- 
diers for our protection, and when reports of plots and conspi- 
racies were rife around us, I refused to leave my house, or 
send away my wife and children from Patna. 

It was in this assurance, that when the fact of conspiracies 
being devised against us became more clearly known, I took 
initiative measiu'es against those whom I believed to be disaf- 
fected, or who had influence for harm, thus bringing the 
great City of Patna to my feet, and dealing with them as I 
willed ; with what success let the whole Province testify. 

It is in direct and unmistakeable opposition to this course 
of policy that, since my removal, all has been, under the spe- 
cial superintendence of the Government, reversed. 

A Mahomcdan attorney, a man himself of low extraction, 
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and only known as an astute pleader in Calcutta, and the 
friend of Mr. Halliday, connected, though not by blood, to 
some of the worst characters in Patna, the paid servant of 
many in the District, the close ally and confidential adviser of 
the well-known Lootf Ali Khan, whose position and character I 
have referred to above ; this Mahomedan attorney, Ameer 
Ali by name, has been sent up with the new Commissioner 
as his Special Assistant, Counsellor, and Coadjutor — need I 
say to the astonishment and indignation of all India ! 

Everything that I had done was, as far as possible, undone ; 
the suspected Mahomedans were invited to the house of my 
successor ; the gallows was removed out of sight as offensive 
to their feelings ; Lootf Ali Kahn was received at the house 
of the judge who had acquitted him, and addressed with gra- 
cious words, and has since been allowed to present petitions of 
so-called loyalty to the Government ! * 

My order for keeping the towns-people within their houses 
after nine o'clock was rescinded, and most of the prisoners 
under surveillance were released ; timidity, under the guise 
of benevolence, gave assurance to traitors — disgust and pain 
to all true-hearted Englishmen. 

Happily for us all, even the Mahomedan Commissioner 
could not restore to life the scoundrels I had hanged, or bring 
back those I had transported — more fortunately still, English 
Soldiers, Guns and Fortifications (which we never had before, 
even in our greatest danger) neutralized the immediate 
effects of these pitiful and unmanly proceedings. 

But the mischief of this timid course, this patch- work paci- 
fication, which natives will ever ascribe to weakness and to 
fear, will not easily be remedied. 

* N.B. — Since then, it is confidently stated that Lootf Ali has been 
honoured by a -written invitation from the Commissioner to a Pic-nic party 
on board the steam ferry-boat at Patna! given by Mr. Farquharson, 
who tried him for harbouring a mutineer, and refused to postpone the 
trial for two days on my official requisition, to admit of further evidence 
being adduced. 
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The appointment of Ameer AH, and the removal of myself, 
are but the symbols of a system. The ostensible ground of my 
removal is seen, if not admitted, to be but a pretext, and the 
feeling is almost universal that it was not because I prudently 
withdrew a small detachment, and a handful of officials with 
the public treasure from the irresistible attack of an over- 
whelming force, which was only averted by a victory that was 
as wonderful as unexpected, but because I dared to carry 
matters with a high hand against the traitors who would 
have murdered us if they could — because I boldly asserted 
and fearlessly maintained the authority of the English, and 
enforced the respect and submission due to the English name, 
because, when I found the Lieutenant-Governor ignored all 
danger at Patna, held the Mutiny of the Regiments at Dina- 
pore to be " inconceivable," blinded himself to facts, and 
warned me against nothing but informality and vigour — 
because when I found this, I acted on my own responsibility 
and determined on saving the lives of my fellow-Christians, 
even though my acts might be irregular, and my measures 
beyond the Law — the feeling, I say, and the conviction is 
universal, that this is the cause of my summary dismissal, and 
the indignity which Mr. Halliday has endeavoured to heap 
upon me. 

On this issue I willingly take my stand ; whatever be the 
official decision of our rulers in the case, whether justice be 
denied or vouchsafed, and whether I am doomed to further 
incivility, insult, and oppression for the service I have ren- 
dered and the truths I have told ; to the unanimous voice of 
all classes in the Province of Behar, so cordially recorded in 
my favour, and only rendered more remarkable by the excep- 
tional dissent of two or three men of common-place calibre, 
(known to have been previously opposed to me, and jealous of 
my success) — to the general feeling of all impartial English- 
men in India — to the verdict of the great English Public, and 
to the matured experience and sagacity of all Indian Statesmen 
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worthy of the name — I confidently submit the arbitration of 
this great question. 

At all events, I have striven only for the truth, in whose 
omnipotence I place implicit faith, sincerely believing that, 
by the honest exposure of all that is tortuous or untrue, and 
the fearless exposition of all that is real, manly, and straight- 
forward, I am (whether I benefit or prejudice nryself), un- 
doubtedly serving the best interests of the Government and 
my Country at this eventful crisis. 

W. TAYLEE. 



CORRESPONDENCE 

RELATIVE TO 

THE REMOVAL OF 
Mr. W. TAYLER. 

FROM 

TIIE COMMISSIONEESHIP OF PATNA. 



From 

W. TAYLER, Esqujre, 

Late Commissioner of Patna, 

To 

C. BEADON, Esquire, 

Secretary to the Government of India. 

Fort "William, 
Bated Patna, the 15th August 1857. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to request that you will lay the 
accompanying copy of a letter, addressed by me to the 
Honorable the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, before the 
Governor- General of India in Council. 

I believe that the usual etiquette would require such a 
communication to be forwarded through the Bengal Govern- 
ment, but the urgency of the present critical time, and the 
important consequences involved in the summary dismissal 
of a Divisional Commissioner unheard and untried, will, I 
trust, induce His Lordship in Council to waive this form. 

At a moment when, without self-sufficiency, I may say the 
whole of Behar is echoing with gratulations on my successful 
management of this important Province, I find myself sud- 
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denly and ignominiously dismissed from my appointment, 
without the possibility of justifying, what, on an ex-parte 
statement and imperfect information, the Lieutenant-Governor 
has been pleased to consider " want of judgment." 

It will be seen by my defence, that I do not approach the 
Government with any acknowledgment of error, or any 
solicitation for pardon ; but, on the contrary, I maintain, 
respectfully, but with full confidence, that, so far from 
having acted hastily, erroneously, or " under a panic," I did, 
at a most critical time, taking a comprehensive, accurate, and 
statesman-like view of the state of the Province and the 
probability of events, adopt what, if fairly examined, will 
be found to have been the only wise and politic course to be at 
that time adopted. 

I claim to be judged in this matter, not by the ordinary 
arguments of ordinary times, not by those who have never 
understood and never appreciated the. crisis, not by the com- 
place and narrow-minded ; but I appeal to the deliberate 
wisdom of the highest authority in India for a verdict on the 
facts. 

If I have proved that, between the 30th of July, when the 
detachment sent from Dinapore was driven back shattered and 
disheartened, and the 3rd of August, when Major Eyre's un- 
expected victory dispersed the rebels, there was good reason 
to believe that a large force of armed soldiery would be sent 
to attack Gya and take the treasure, and that if it had been 
so sent, the small detachment there would have been utterly 
unable to cope with the enemy, especially as they would have 
been aided by the Nujeebs, the mob, and the prisoners ; if I 
have proved this, as I have, I then appeal to the common 
sense and wisdom of all reflecting men, whether it was not 
my sacred duty, in these days of massacre and extermination, 
to make prudent provision for the safety of a small body of 
brave soldiers and for the Christian residents of the place. 

The whole question rests on this point. 



31 



It is one that deserves careful, deliberate, and unbiassed 
examination in all its bearings, and I cannot but respectfully 
protest against the precipitation and injustice of the sentence 
passed against me. 

The idea that / acted under a panic will only be laughed at 
by all who have, for the last three months, witnessed my 
demeanour and my proceedings. 

It is I who have, ever, and on all occasions, advocated 
fearless and decisive measures, when such measures could be 
productive of good. 

When the Chuprah authorities, before the Mutiny, left their 
Station, it was I who sent them back and reported their 
conduct. 

When the English residents of Shahabad fled in a panic to 
Dinapore, it was I who launched a notice against them, which 
drove them back to the District. 

When the mutinous regiments were known to have gone 
in a body to Arrah, and the General proposed entrenching 
Dinapore, it was I that urged immediate pursuit and aggres- 
sive measures. When he again proposed to withdraw the 200 
men who had been despatched, but who were stopped by the 
grounding of the Horungutta, it was I who urged the despatch 
of another Force to relieve the Arrah Garrison, (though I 
recommended two gum being sent, which would have ensured 
their success.) 

When, at the first outbreak of danger in May, Mr. Farqu- 
harson proposed that we shoxdd be prepared to quit Patna, 
and place ourselves under the protection of the guns at 
Dinapore, it was / who repudiated the idea, and took my 
stand at Patna. 

It was / who, notwithstanding the forebodings of some, and 
the fears of others, took the initiative against the disaffected 
of this great City, disarmed the population, placed those who 
were powerful for mischief under surveillance, kept the people 
within their houses at nights, and, by incessant exertions, 
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which have caused me months of sleepless nights and toil- 
some days, have succeeded in reducing the City of Patna (the 
focus and centre to which every body's apprehension pointed) 
to a state of unexampled submissiveness and tranquillity — so 
that, during all the excitement of the Dinapore Mutiny and 
Shahabad success, not a finger has been stirred, not a voice 
raised. 

And is it impossible that, because in the deliberate contem- 
plation of an impending and irresistible danger, I took preven- 
tive measures for the protection of the Treasure, and the lives 
of English Officers and men, I should, without any inquiry 
whatever, be thus summarily disgraced ? 

I can only say that, were the case to occur again, and did I 
feel as I then felt, that the blood of my brother Officers and 
of brave men was in my bands, I would again, at all risks and 
regardless of all consequences, make precisely the same 
arrangements and give the same directions. 

I now throw myself on the verdict of the Governor- 
General in Council, and pray that this great wrong may be 
voided, and that I may be restored to this Commissionership. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
W. TAYLER, 

Late Commissioner of Patna. 
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From The late COMMISSIONER of the 

PATNA DIVISION, 

To The SECRETARY to the 

GOVT, or BENGAL, 

Calcutta. 

Dated Patna, the \bth August, 1857. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter, No. 1536, of the 4th August, 1857. 

Prior to the receipt of this communication, I had, on dis- 
covering, from a letter of Mr. Yule's, that the Lieutenant- 
Governor had passed the Order (though no letter had been 
received from Government), made over charge of my Office to 
Mr. Farquharson. 

I now proceed to offer some remarks on the subject of your 
letter. 

The charge upon which I have been summarily and 
ignominously dismissed from my appointment is that, " under 
the obvious influence of a local panic, / have actually directed 
the abandonment, by the Civil Functionaries, of all the Stations in 
my Division." I will consider these charges separately and 
seriatim. 

First, touching my being " under the influence of a panic." 

This is an assertion of the Honorable the Lieutenant- 
Governor, but on what it is founded, or what the exact mean- 
ing of the imputation is, I do not know. 

If it means that I was so influenced as to lose the power of 
cool and deliberate judgment, or that I acted without due 
calculation of consequences, the assertion is refuted by the 
circumstances themselves. 

The order for withdrawal was given on a calm and careful 
consideration of the state of things at the time — it was deli- 
berately persisted in, after the receipt of Mr. Trotter's letter 
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on the road — it was given on principle, it was maintained on 
principle, and, if I am not much mistaken, will, in the judg- 
ment of all thinking and unbiassed men, be on principle 
justified. 

If the Lieutenant-Governor's assertion implies that I was 
myself under the " influence of panic," — i.e., alarmed, or want- 
ing in courage or determination, I would respectfully request 
that His Honor make a reference to the entire community at 
Patna and Dinapore (always excepting the small clique of 
whom it is useless to speak), and enquire of them what has 
been the bearing and character of all my proceedings from 
first to last, whether I have, at any period, by words or deeds, 
by personal demeanour, by my measures, or my conduct, ever 
betrayed any want of calm ness, confidence, and forethought. 

Those who have constantly witnessed and watched my 
doings on the spot are, I presume, more likely to judge accu- 
rately on such a point, than even His Honor the Lieutenant- 
Governor, and to their verdict I confidently appeal. 

Passing over this point, I proceed to the next paragraph of 
the charge, vis., that I " actually directed the abandonment 
of all the Stations in my Division." 

This statement is altogether inaccurate ; but as the Lieute- 
nant-Governor has not considered me worthy of being even 
heard in my defence before publicly disgracing me, and has 
acted on an ex-parte statement and imperfect data, the accuracy 
which is obtained by hearing both sides of a story, is scarcely 
to be expected. 

The functionaries of Chuprah, including Mr. McDonell, 
whose conspicuous courage and coolness has been on a former 
occasion placed beyond doubt, left their station some days 
before, distinctly and positively refusing to return without 
sufficient military protection. 

Under these circumstances, I could not blame them, and I 
made arrangements, in concurrence with the magistrate, 
through a native gentleman, for the preservation of order 
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during their absence — arrangements that have been perfectly 
successful, as the magistrate and other functionaries will 
testify. 

The statement, therefore, that " I directed the abandon- 
ment" of Chuprah, is totally incorrect. 

With regard to Arrah, it is equally so. 

From Champarun, Mr. Raikes had unavoidably retired 
immediately after the Mutiny of the 12th Irregulars. 

This sweeping assertion, therefore, is singularly inaccurate, 
and needs no further remark. 

The two stations from which the civil functionaries did 
retire under my sanction and direction were Mozufferpore and 
Gya. 

The Lieutenant-Governor describes this authorized with- 
drawal as "unnecessary and disgraceful." 

It will be my part to show that it was (at the least, if the 
lives of Englishmen are worthy of consideration from a bro- 
ther officer) necessary, and devoid of all disgrace and discredit. 

Before narrating the particular circumstances connected 
with each of the stations, it will be desirable to give, briefly, 
a picture of the other parts of the division at the time this 
measure was adopted. 

On the 25th of July, the three Native Regiments mutinied, 
and though confronted by H. M.'s 10th Regiment and a bat- 
tery of six Guns, the entire force of the mutineers marched 
away with their colors, uninjured and exultant. 

No pursuit having been attempted at the time, notwithstand- 
ing my advice and suggestions, the rebel force occupied 
Arrah, plundered the Treasury, the Town, and the European 
residences. 

All the civil functionaries, and some others, with a de- 
tachment of fifty Seikhs, were besieged in a small house 
previously fortified for the purpose, and their destruction was 
considered inevitable. 

The rebels had been joined and headed by Kooer Sing, a 

n 9 

C rC- 



36 



warlike and powerful chief, and (as was at the time currently 
reported) were secretly assisted by the Doomraon Rajah. 

A strong detachment of European Soldiers and Seikhs, 
with officers and volunteers, who marched to relieve the 
garrison, had been beaten back to their boats with a fearful 
loss in men and officers. 

The 12th Irregular Cavalry, supposed to be models of 
loyalty, had just mutinied, savagely murdering the officers 
and their wives. 

The functionaries of Chuprah had abandoned their station, 
under a strong conviction that their stay was impossible. 

Messrs. Lynch and E. McDonell had just narrowly escaped 
with their lives from a savage attack made upon them by the 
12th Irregulars. 

The late discoveries at Patna had shown, that deadly con- 
spiracies, extensively ramified, had been, for months past, 
busily concocted, having for their avowed irarpose the des- 
truction of the English and the overthrow of the British 
Government. 

Such, briefly and imperfectly sketched, was the state of the 
province, when the question, as regarded Mozufferpoore and 
Gya, came before me for decision. 

From Mozufferpore, the Judge, Mr. Forbes, an officer of 
greater experience and longer standing than myself, and living 
on the spot, had, on the 29th of July, written as follows : — 

Mozufferpore, 29th Juhj, 1857. 
My dear Tayler, — The tragedy at Segowlee, and what has 
since occurred at Dinapore, and is known to be threatened at 
Arrah, have naturally caused great apprehension and feeling 
of insecurity and danger, both among the European and Native 
communities in this district and station ; and their feeling 
is not likety to be allayed by the circumstance, that some 
of the Europeans of the district are not only sending off their 
wives and children to Dinapore, but, as I hear, of their 
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preparing to go themselves. Under these circumstances, we 
earnestly hope that you will kindly take into consideration, 
both the unprotected state of the place and the great difficulty 
of getting away from it, and afford us some protection. With- 
out this we cannot consider the place safe, or that at any time 
some serious disturbance may not take place ; for the actual 
occurence of which I am sure you will not consider that the 
officials, unless better protected, can, with due regard to their 
own safety, be reasonably expected to wait before quitting the 
station, should threatened danger render it necessary. 

Believe me, Yours very sincerely, 

(Signed) Eoisert Forbes. 

A large body of Indigo Planters had addressed the General 
of the Division in a letter, copy of which I send : — 

To the General in Command at Dinapore. 

Tirhoot, 29th July, 1857. 
Sir, — Owing to what has recently taken place at Segowlee 
and Dinapore, we consider that this district is now in the 
greatest danger. We have here only a small party of the 
Segowlee Sowars and about 100 Nujeebs. A number of the 
former have, as you are aware, most barbarously murdered 
Major Holmes, and Dr. Garner and their families, and the 
latter have among them some very disaffected men, as some 
of the Nujeebs themselves have acknowledged. This is a 
large and most important district, and shoidd there be the 
least disturbance created by any of the above, the whole 
district will rise with them. The Treasury will be looted, 
the Government Stud at Poosa also ; every European's house 
in the station, and every Indigo Factory in the district, 
will be burnt and destroyed. There are many disaffected 
characters in the district, and they only wait a movement 
in the station to destroy all our property and murder our- 
selves. With the aid that we shall be able to afford them, 
fifty, or even thirty men, Europeans, will be able to preserve 
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the tranquillity of the district, and we most earnestly hope 
that you will send us so small a number as speedily as 
possible. But should this be utterly impossible, which we 
hope will not be the case, we trust you will not refuse to send 
us a few men to escort our families to Dinapore ; for should 
we all have to do so, the Natives, it is feared, will rise in our 
absence, and do that which they are afraid to do whilst we 
are here. "VVe most respectfully submit this matter to your 
kind consideration, and remain 

Your obedient Servants, 

Signed by ten Gentlemen. 

Other letters on the same subject were received. 

The whole of the Rebel Force, with thousands of men, was 
at that time rampant at Shahabad, free to move unquestioned 
and unchecked, wherever it suited their fancy. Under these 
circumstances, after a serious and thoughtful survey of the 
actual position of affairs, and impelled by an anxious regard 
for the lives of my fellow-countrymen, I authorized the tem- 
porary withdrawal of the civil functionaries. 

That I was fully justified in this, the state of affairs in the 
division, as sketched above, will, I conceive, clearly prove — 
if that is considered insufficient evidence, it will at least be 
seen, by the letters in the Appendix, that my views are shared 
by the great majority of the public officers; and that had I 
refused, at such a crisis, to sanction the withdrawal, I might 
have been justly and unanswerably charged with the murder 
of English gentlemen. 

Without derogating from the importance of the Lieutenant- 
Governor's opinion, I must say I should suffer under such an 
imputation, if deserved, far more poignantly than under his 
displeasure. 

If I have, in the judgment of wise and reflecting men, 
erred in thus lending my sanction to a step which ensured 
the safety of Englishmen at a time when the blood of the 
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bravest and best of our countrymen is yet crying from the 
ground, I cannot, in my conscience, reproach myself, or feel, 
notwithstanding the Lieutenant-Governor's condemnation, 
that I have been guilty of aught that is " disgraceful." I 
request attention to the letters annexed, which will show 
what the majority of the officials think and feel upon the 
subject, and prove at least, that if I did err, I erred in 
sympathy with gentlemen of long experience and unre- 
proachable character, who were at least good judges of the 
state of things in their own district. 

I now proceed to the Gya question, and as great stress has 
been laid upon the withdrawal of the officials from that sta- 
tion, and as the ex-parte statement of a gentleman, interested 
in making out a case for himsslf, under rather questionable 
circumstances, has been accepted and acted upon by the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, without the slightest enguiry into the correct- 
ness of his statement, and with a very imperfect knowledge of 
the real state of affairs, it will be necessary to dwell at some 
length upon this part of the subject. 

In the Appendix will be seen two letters, received from 
Mr. A. Money, the Magistrate and Collector of Gya, dated 
severally 25th and 27th July, 1857. 

Now the Honourable the Lieutenant-Governor has stated 
that there was no present apprehension of danger, but it will 
be seen by Mr. Money's own letters, written between the 
25th and 29th, that he himself had apprehended or antici- 
pated the following events : — 

First. — That there was an understanding or combination 
for evil purposes between the Rajah of Benares, Kooer Sing, 
and Baboo Modenarain, a combination which, if actual, would 
have endangered, for a time at least, the whole province of 
Behar. 

Secondly. — That their force of 100 Seiks and 45 Euro- 
peans would only be equal to cope with 200 or 300 men, and 
that if any rebels came down in force, even to the extent of 
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800, they could not oppose them, but the only chance would 
be to occupy a house ; and in this case, if pressed hard, " some 
of Modenarain's guns would be brought against them ! ! " and 
in his very last letter, written two days, and received one pre- 
vious to my order of withdrawal, Mr. Money states : — " If 
Kooer Sing rise, he wants money, and will come and take my 
Treasure." 

So much for Mr. Money's own representations, which amount 
in the aggregate, beyond all controversy, to this, that there was 
reason to apprehend a seditious combination of the most 
powerful landholders, a direct attack from the rebels (if 
Kooer Sing joined them), and an insufficiency of force to meet 
and contend with more than small bodies. 

This is sufficient, I presume, to show that, although the 
Lieutenant-Governor, is pleased to say that there was " no 
present apprehension of danger," the Magistrate and Collec- 
tor at least did not think so. 

I now wish to show that, independently of Mr. Money's 
opinion, which might be mistaken, and which, it may be said, 
was no infallible criterion for me, I had, from my men know- 
ledge and discoveries, strong and ample reasons for myself 
believing that Gya teas positively, at the time I gave my 
sanction to the withdrawal, in imminent peril, which it was 
impossible for them, with the force available, to resist with 
any chance of success. 

It must be evident to all thinking men, that when the 
detachment sent from Dinapore to relieve the Arrah Garrison 
was defeated and driven back, the whole province of Behar 
was for a time in a most critical position. 

Kooer Sing, at the head of an army, was in indisputed pos- 
session of Shahabad, the martial population of which was in 
cordial sympathy with the soldiers. 

The effective strength of the force at Dinapore was, in 
the opinion of the military authorities, barely sufficient for 
the protection of that station and of Patna. 
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All believed that the reinforcements expected from Calcutta 
would be so urgently required above, that they could not be 
retained at Dinapore, and I myself had special reason to know 
this, because a few days before I had received a letter from 
Mr. Beadon, in which he said the " Governor- General could 
not spare a single soldier." 

It is true that a small force had been dispatched from 
Buxar to Arrah, but after the defeat and slaughter of the 
relieving force from Dinapore, positive orders had been sent 
to stop its advance, and there was the greatest apprehension 
for the fate of this small force, when it was believed that 
the letter had miscarried. 

Thus, then, there was no check whatever upon this large 
armed body, which triumphant and elated by its late victory, 
confident in numbers and eager for plunder, was free to move 
in any direction without fear of opposition. 

For some time it was apprehended by many, that in the 
first flush of their triumph, the rebels would make an attack 
upon Patna, and it came to my knowledge that a large num- 
ber of boats and rafts were being collected, both at the Koil- 
wur and the TJrwal Ghats. 

Subsequent information made it appear most probable, 
that the attack would be made on Gya, as believed and repre- 
sented by Mr. A. Money himself. 

The distance of Gya is only 40 miles from the Urwal 
Ghat, and the Station might be easily reached in two nights, 
possibly in one night's march. 

The recent discoveries made by me at Patna, had proved 
that the conspiracies of Ali Kurreem and Peer Ali Khan 
had been largely shared by the residents of Behar, for many 
of whom I had already issued warrants. 

The seat of Ali Kurreem's plot was principally Gya, where 
he lived, and where his influence and connexion chiefly was ; 
and this fact, added to the apprehended combination among 
the powerful Rajahs (represented by Mr. Money), the fact of 
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Modenaram's having lately cleaned and prepared guns, with- 
out giving any intimation to the authorities, these circum- 
stances were sufficient to induce the belief (which the subse- 
quent events have placed beyond a doubt) that a train had 
been prepared for an outbreak at Gya, whenever the opportu- 
nity offered ; that there was good reason to believe that an attack 
on Gya by the rebel force would be made, that it would be se- 
conded by the people and the Nujeebs, and possibly aided by 
some of the Zemindars. There was further reason to believe, that 
the 5th Cavalry at Bhangulpore, the 32nd at Bowsee, and the 
two Companies of the 8th at Hazareebaugh (as also mentioned 
by Mr. Money) would come through Gya, and meet with the 
same co-operation and aid from the Nujeebs and Budmashes. 

If any one of these contingencies had happened, can it be 
doubted that the result would have been the destruction 
of the small force at Gya and the massacre of the public 
officers ? 

If, as Mr. Money reported, his force could only cope with 
small parties of 200 or 300, what would that force have done, 
if, as was highly probable, 1,000 armed Sepoys had marched 
on Gya and attacked them, aided, as we now know beyond a 
doubt they would have been, by the Nujeebs, the prisoners, 
and canaille. 

In the deliberate contemplation of these probabilities and 
their inevitable consequences, and deeply impressed with the 
unspeakable importance of preventing further murder of 
English gentlemen and further destruction of small detach- 
ments, and of concentrating all our strength where it might 
be effectively employed, after carefully recording my senti- 
ments in a written Minute, which I showed to the General 
and other military authorities, not " under the influence 
of panic," but calmly and thoughtfully, I came to the con- 
clusion, that it was my duty to withdraw the Civil Func- 
tionaries and the small detachment from a danger which must 
have overwhelmed them. 
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That the collector left his treasure behind him was his 
doing, not mine. 

And now I would ask, after this exposition of the real and 
critical state of affairs, and of the urgent reasons which im- 
pelled me to the course I adopted, I would ask whether, even 
if I am supposed to have erred (ichich I entirely deny), my error 
is not venial? 

If I have shown that an attack from an overpowering 
force on Gya was not only possible but probable, and not only 
probable, but that the magistrate and collector of Gya himself 
expected it, and reported to me his expectation. 

If I have shown that, after the disastrous defeat of the 30th 
July, and before the brilliant, but totally unexpected victory 
at Arrah, by the force of Major Eyre, there was not only 
nothing to prevent such an attack being made, but there was 
every reason to believe that preparations for it were actually 
in progress, and further, that if it had taken place, the force 
at Gya was utterly inadequate to meet the rebels, and that 
the consequences would in all probability have been fatal, 
involving the massacre of the English residents and the 
destruction of the small detachment : if all this has been 
shown and proved, was it a sin, or even an error, to make 
provision for the preservation of the lives of Englishmen and 
isolated soldiers — nay, was it not rather my bounden and 
imperative duty, under the circumstances, to make such pro- 
vision ? 

In these days, when every paper is teeming with details of 
revolting atrocities, which prove, what cannot now be questioned, 
that the extermination of the Christian race is deliberately 
and systematically aimed at — at such a time, with the full 
knowledge of the danger, and of the impossibility of resistance, 
if I had failed to warn and hesitated to save, what answer 
should I have given to the widows, the orphans, and the rela- 
tives of those who would have been sacrificed ? 

I must here beg that it may be particularly noticed, that 



44 



my order was issued at the critical moment described above, 
when the relief of the Arrah garrison was considered utterly 
hopeless, and the inmates were universally believed to be lost 
without hope of redemption ; when the Buxar Force had been 
countermanded, and so few troops were left at Dinapore and 
Patna, that the protection of these two important stations 
would have been a matter of difficulty, and when, as before 
shown, there was nothing whatever to check the large body 
of armed and elated rebels from moving where they willed. 

It is of much importance that this point should be carefully 
noticed, because Major Eyre's unhoped-for success, so sud- 
denly and so materially changed the face of affairs, that peo- 
ple may form a totally erroneous judgment of the question, if 
this is overlooked. 

To show that I am right in saying Major Eyre's victory was 
unexpected, it need only be mentioned that I myself and the 
General, in concurrence with the other military authorities, 
wrote officially to beg him not to advance ; that when it was be- 
lieved he was advancing, having missed this letter, the gravest 
anxieties were entertained for his safety ; and that brilliant 
and complete as his victory was, his whole force and guns 
were for some time in imminent danger. Had he been de- 
feated, and it was evident such an event was not improbable, 
I have not the slightest hesitation in expressing my firm 
belief, that Gya, and possibly Patna, would have been imme- 
diately attacked* 

I have further no hesitation in stating that, until that pro- 
vidential victory, the whole province of Behar was in danger, 

* This statement having led to a misconception, and it having been 
inferred from it, that I had given an order to Major Eyre, it may be as 
well to state most distinctly what took place. On the night of the 30th 
July, after the disastrous defeat of the detachment which marched from 
Dinapore to relieve the Arrah Garrison, I received a letter from Mr. Bax, 
a civil officer with the force, telling me of their intentions to march to 
Arrah, and asking for information. 

In reply to this, I wrote to Mr. Bax, the letter marked A. {vide app. iv.) 
This letter, containing my opinion, and suggestions only, I sent open to 
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and that every outlying station, with its Christian inhabi- 
tants, was for the time at the mercy of the rebels. 

Others may not have appreciated this crisis, and may not, 
now that it is passed, choose to admit it, and some may say, as 
the Lieutenant-Governor has said, that there was "no present 
apprehension of danger " at Gj&. 

If such there be, let this simple question be answered satis- 
factorily. 

If Kooer Sing had sent 1,000 armed soldiers to take the 
treasure at that station and murder the English residents, 
what was there to prevent him ? 

What would have been the fate of nine or ten gentlemen 
and 150 soldiers against such an enemy, joined by the Nujeebs, 
the mob, and prisoners ? 

I have now said, on the general question, sufficient, I hope, 
to show that even if my proceedings in this matter may give 
rise to a difference of opinion, I have not, as charged against 
me by the Lieutenant-Governor, acted under the influence of 
a local panic, but on a deliberate, and— I am fain to believe — 
a wise foreknowledge of events, at a most critical and anxious 
period. I have proved by the letters of Mr. Money himself, 
that the danger which he apprehended were such as to make 
defence or protection hopeless, in case of an attack from any 
large force of the rebels. 

I have shown that such an attack was highly probable, that 
there was none to stir a finger to prevent it, and that, if made, 
the consequences would have been disastrous. 

I have proved that the whole body of high and experienced 
functionaries at Chuprah and Mozufferpore were all under 
precisely the same belief in regard to their own districts, and 
that those of the latter district have expressed their thankful- 

tlie General, to be forwarded by him, with such instructions as he might 
see fit to give. This is the only letter I wrote on the subject. 

The next day the General sent me the memorandum marked B. (vide 
app. iv.) and I believe wrote to Major Eyre to the same effect. 
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ness to me for paying regard to their safety. And Laving 
proved all this, I would venture to ask, whether, after all my 
unsparing labours for months past, after preserving the City 
of Patna, and (until the mutiny and escape of the three 
regiments at Dinapore) all the districts in my division in 
tranquillity and order — I will venture to ask whether I have 
deserved to be suddenly and ignominiously dismissed, without 
even the opportunity allowed me, which is allowed to the 
commonest criminal, of explanation or defence. Disgraced 
before the community, who have hitherto looked up to me 
with respect and gratitude, and who have borne already public 
testimony to my services and labours — not allowed, even, to 
retain an office in which I have thus served the Government, 
during the short interval before my successor's arrival, but 
especially degraded by being compelled to make it over to the 
particular individual who, the Lieutenant-Governor well 
knows, has acted with undisguised hostility against me — I 
venture to ask these questions, and leave it to higher powers 
to answer them. 

Having disposed of the general question, as regards the 
withdrawal of the civil functionaries from Mozufferpore and 
Gya, I now proceed to the particulars of the removal from 
the latter station, which, I can plainly see, have been either 
misrepresented or misunderstood. 

"When I came to the conclusion, that it was my duty to 
direct the withdrawal of the functionaries from Gya for the 
reasons above detailed, I instructed the Magistrate and Col- 
lector to come " immediately " or "at once," (I forget the 
exact expression) bringing their Treasure, with them, unless 
their personal safety was thereby endangered. Thus my 
order contained a positive and conditional clause. The positive 
emanated from me, the conditional rested with them. Mr. 
Money, I perceive, states in his letter to the Lieutenant- 
Governor, as a reason for not bringing the treasure, that he 
" had no carts or elephants." What is meant by this I do 
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not know. People do not keep elephants and carts in their 
houses ; and, when I ordered Mr. Money to bring the 
treasure, I of course, and of necessity, contemplated the 
allowance of such time as was, and always is, necessary for 
procuring carts and packing treasure. 

To this moment no public or official explanation has yet 
been given of the abandonment of the treasure, which seems 
to have been coolly laid to my door ! One thing however, is 
clear and beyond question, it could only be on the deliberate 
decision of the local officials that the removal of this trea- 
sure would endanger their j)ersonal safety, that they were in 
any way j ustified in leaving it. 

If they did come to this conclusion, then th.ey show hj 
their own decision, in what an alarming and critical state the 
station and district must have been, and thus corroborate the 
view taken by me of the overwhelming and irresistible dan- 
ger that would have awaited them in the event of an attack 
from any body of rebels. 

With regard to Mr. Money's conduct, I cannot, I confess, 
regard it in the praiseworthy and heroic light in which it has 
been viewed ; on the contrary, it appears to me to have been 
vacillating, impulsive, and inconsistent. 

I am far from wishing to shrink from responsibility myself, 
nor, in such grave and anxious times, when all should bear 
each other's burdens, do I wish for a moment to cast blame 
on others ; but I cannot, now the question is raised, approve 
of the course pursued by that gentleman. 

If, after the receipt of my order, Mr. Money thought there 
was no necessity of moving, and considered my order " unfor- 
tunate," as he now states to Government, it is to be regretted 
that he did not stand fast, and report by express to me the 
opinion he had formed. 

The time necessary for the packing and removal of the 
treasure would quite have admitted of this. Instead of this, he 
seems to have urged what, even under my orders, was an over- 
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precipitate retreat, then suddenly returned, and after all, 
though strengthened by a detachment of English soldiers, 
went away ! 

If it was wise to reiUtiiii, us he implied by returning, why 
did he make such a hasty retreat in the first instance, instead 
of at least making one effort to take away the treasure, as 
directed by me ? 

If it was wise to remain, why did he subsequently retire ? 
When he did retire, protected as he was by the detachment of 
the 64th, why did he, as is now stated on reliable authority, 
go through the extraordinary process of burning all the 
stamped paper and thus exciting the people ; thereby pre- 
venting the other functionaries, who were on their way back, 
under my orders, from re-occupying the station ? I make 
these remarks without any desire to cast unmerited blame on 
Mr. Money. Suffering, as I believe myself to be, under a pre- 
cipitate and undeserved sentence, passed on a hurried and 
ex-parte statement, I am thankful to say I feel no desire to 
recriminate. 

I have freely undergone serious responsibility for what I 
conscientiously believed to be a sacred duty in a crisis brought 
about by no fault or negligence of mine, and on a deliberate 
and comprehensive survey of the state of this important pro- 
vince. For all those who have acted under their own convic- 
tions of what was right, I entertain the kindest sympathy, and 
I would not have wished to cast any blame on Mr. Money, or 
take from him whatever credit is considered due for personal 
courage or decision, had I not perceived an ungenerous 
attempt on his part, as on the part of others, to cast all 
responsibility on me, even in that part of his proceedings teliich 
was in opposition to my direct orders. 

All these matters will probably form subjects of enquiry 
and explanation, and I would suggest that every public 
officer in the station be called upon to report the nature and 
result of their deliberation on this question. 



49 



Before concluding this letter, I must offer some remarks 
on what has happened at Gya. 

The examples of Chuprah and Mozufferpore will prove, 
that it is not the withdrawal of the civil functionaries, when 
prudently conducted, that entails either disturbance or riot. 

On the contrary, when the circumstances are properly 
explained, and the withdrawal prudently conducted, the 
Natives, who well know the insurgents and mutineers have 
ever sought for Christian blood, understand and appreciate 
the wisdom of the arrangement. 

Under the circumstances that have lately occurred, the 
presence of a few Englishmen, without sufficient protection, 
which in ordinary times is a cause of strength and con- 
fidence, is now a source of weakness. 

The hope of murdering Englishmen is in itself a tempta- 
tion to attack a station, which might otherwise be left 
unassailed, and, however humiliating and painful it may be 
to leave the station and abandon a post of duty, it is ten 
times more so to see the public officers shut up like vermin 
in a trap, as at Arrah, hunted like wild beasts all over the 
country, as were Messrs. McDonell and Lynch, or murdered 
in cold blood as the gallant Major Holmes. 

Those who talk of the evil of leaving stations and desert- 
ing public duties, fall into the puerile error of confusing 
such proceedings with a successful and undisturbed occupa- 
tion of a district, not with flight, confinement, and murder. 

To judge of my course, it is necessary to contemplate the 
events which I anticipated, and which, but for the providen- 
tial success at Arrah, would undoubtedly have happened. 
As it is, the prisoners have been released, part of the town 
plundered, and gentlemen's furniture has been destroyed, 
but the treasure has been secured and valuable lives saved. 

Possibly, as the victory at Arrah providentially intervened, 
this might not have happened ; but let the picture be reversed, 
and let it be imagined for a moment, that what I had reason 

D 
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to anticipate had come to pass, and then, from that view, let 
my conduct be estimated. 

I now close this explanation. I submit it in the confident 
belief that justice must be awarded me— I claim from Govern- 
ment, as a simple right, restoration to the office of which I 
have been summarily and without investigation deprived. I 
respectfully protest against the precipitation and harshness 
of the sentence, and I venture to predict that, if, in disas- 
trous times like these, an officer, situated as I have been, in 
the most trying situation, who has slaved himself night and 
day (with what success let the whole community bear 
witness) — if an officer in such circumstances is condemned, 
unheard and untried, because, at a most critical time, he 
ventured to form a judgment and act decisively upon it, I 
predict that no one will ever dare, in similar circumstances, 
to act for himself, or to take responsibility on him. 

I have reserved, for the conclusion of this letter, that they 
may be more clearly shown, the several statements, both of 
fact and conjecture, contained in your letter, which appear • 
to me to be altogether incorrect. I now place them in juxta- 
position with the real facts : — 

That I was under the influence Disproved, 
of a panic. See my remarks in disproof of this 

(paragraph 4, et seq.J 
That I ordered in all func- Totally incorrect, see par. 10th, 
tionaries. and following. 

It was known that the residents It was known to me to be just 
had, up to the day before, been the reverse. If Kooer Sing — as 
fully prepared to repel attack, and Mr. Money expected, and as (but 
defend themselves. for Major Eyre's victory) he un- 

doubtedly would — had sent down 
a large force, it would have been 
utterly impossible to repel the 
attack. Every man would have 
been sacrificed. 

No enemy in sight or in present None in sight, that is to say, no 
apprehension. external enemy ; it would have been 

too late if there had, though secret 
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The inevitable disaster which 
their absence, if prolonged, is sure 
to produce. 



At Gya, the judgment and cour- 
age of Mr. A. Money has probably 
saved the treasure and the town. 



It is no longer safe that you 
should continue in charge of your 
office. 



enemies within the Camp were not 
a few. In "present apprehension," 
I have proved there teas, and Mr. 
Money, himself, told me he thought 
so. 

I knew there was, and an enemy, 
too, whom they could not have 
resisted. 

This has been shown to be quite 
a mistake. 

The absence of the civil func- 
tionaries from Chuprah and Mo- 
zufferpore was prolonged, and no 
disasters were thereby produced. 

The disasters at Gya were not 
produced by the "prolonged ab- 
sence" of the civil functionaries, 
but in the presence of the magis- 
trate and collector, and Mr. 
Hollings, with a detachment, 80 
strong, of Her Majesty's 64th! 

The attack was caused by the 
collector's attempt to remove the 
treasure, proving beyond a doubt 
how completely the train had been 
laid, and how complete would have 
been the destruction of the English 
if the rebels had come down. 

Mr. Money would have shown 
much more judgment and courage, 
if he had not made so precipitate 
a retreat as to abandon his treasure 
instead of bringing it with him as I 
directed, and when he did so, not by 
my orders, if he had not burnt all 
the stamped paper before he went. 

And yet by universal testimony, 
it is I who saved Patna. 



I have the honor to be, Sik, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

W. TAYLER, 
Late Commissioner of Patna. 
d 2 
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APPENDIX I. 



COPIES of LETTERS from A. MONEY, MAGISTRATE of BEHAR. 

My beak Tayler, — Davies writes that two days ago a messenger came 
to the Deo Rajah from Kooer Sing, and on to Tikaree to Modenarain. This 
looks suspicious. The same messenger may have gone to the Bettiah Rajah. 
If you put the Magistrate of Moteharee on his guard, he might intercept 
him, as the fellow can't travel as fast as this letter. 

The English Troops left yesterday. 

Tours truly, 
(Signed) A. MONEY, 
2oth July, 1857. Magistrate. 



My dear Tayler,— You tell us to look out ; easy advice. You forget, 
however, that we have hut one detachment of English troops, 44 men and 
100 Seiks. The former have but sixty rounds a man, the latter twenty. 
This is enough, if we had a brush outside with the men, supposing them 
to be in numbers (or detachments) of 200 or 300. But if they came down 
in force, say 800 or so, our only chance would be defending a house, and 
for that the Seiks' twenty rounds a man is not sufficient. Moreover, the 
Irregulars at Monghyr and Bhaugulpore are sure to go, and will probably 
come by Barh, Behar, and Xowadah this way. 

You have now a large force of English at Dinapore, much larger than 
you can want. It seems to me you might send us a 150 with advantage 
to the public interests, as the official phrase goes. 

Modenarain is in correspondence with Kooer Sing* and the Benares 
Rajah. The latter told him in a letter the other day to " Jumma kurro 
Gullah." This looks suspicious. My authority, though good, did not 
see the letter. Modenarian has all his guns, about a dozen, nicely cleaned 
and polished. If we are driven hard and have to defend a house, we shall 
have some of these guns against us ! ! ! \ 

Yours truly, 
(Signed) A. MONEY. 

21th, Evening. 
Received 29th. 



* When this reached me, it was known that Kooer Sing had joined the Rebels. — (Signed) 

r. t. 

t N.B. — Which would have been trrestible.— (Signed) \V. T. 
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To the RESIDENTS of MOZUFFERPORE and CHUPRAH. 

6th August, 1857. 
Dear Gentlemen, — I have the pleasure to send you a memo, for your 
perusal, and at the same time to inform you that 100 Seikhs will be placed 
at the disposal of the authorities of Mozufferpore and Chuprah (fifty men 
for each Station), in order to enable them to return immediately to their 
stations, which it is hoped they will do as soon as is practicable. 

(Signed) W. TAYLER, 

Commissioner. 



Memo, regarding the re-occupation of the Districts of Moztjffer- 
pore and Chtjprah. 

Dated 6th August, 1857. 
The question of the re-oeeupation of the districts of this division is one 
of great importance and equal embarrassment. 

Even including the detachment of 100 Seikhs and 45 Europeans just 
arrived from Gya, the united forces at Patna and Dinapore are very 
inconsiderable. 

Two hundred of the Seikh Corps are now in Shahabad, about 200 more 
are employed in different guards, so that there remain in the lines, for 
service, only about 150. At Dinapore, since the disastrous defeat at 
Arrah, the effective strength is reduced to about 400 men, so that in the 
contingency of any such event arising, as would require the defence of 
Dinapore, there would not be a man more than is absolutely necessary for 
the purpose. 

The Chuprah and Tirhoot officials have unanimously declared, in 
writing, that without the protection of at least fifty Seikhs, or Europeans, 
they cannot return to their Stations. 

The Colonel Commanding the Station distinctly states that he cannot 
give any Europeans for the protection of Chuprah. 

An arrangement which I had made for putting the Magistrate of 
Chuprah on board the Horungutta Steamer, and thus, by cruising up and 
down the river, and preventing any of the rebels from crossing, afford 
protection to the other side and enable the authorities to resume their 
duties, has been frustrated by the urgent necessity of sending a force to 
Buxar in that Steamer, to intercept the rebels, who, after their defeat at 
Arrah, were said to have fled in that direction. 

The case is therefore a most embarrassing one. 

To what extent the military authorities contemplate extending their 
operations in Shahabad, I have not been able to ascertain, and I am 
naturally apprehensive, lest any further diminution of the force here and 
at Dinapore may endanger the latter place, which is just now the key of 
Bengal. 

I am further averse to separate the Seikh force into small detachments, 



57 



which, as in the case of Arrah, might endanger their safety, and Captain 
Rattray, who commands the Regiment, I know, feels strongly on the 
point. Nevertheless, I deem it of such importance to enahle the autho- 
rities immediately to re-occupy the above stations, that I have resolved 
to send an escort with them as desired. 

Had matters remained as they were a few days ago, I should not have 
considered myself justified in doing this ; hut the late providential success 
at Arrah by the detachment under Major Eyre has greatly altered the face 
of affairs, and if that victory is prudently and yet vigorously followed up 
(as under such a Commander it doubtless will be), the rebellious and 
disaffected will be everywhere disheartened. 

The great body of the mutinous Sepoys will not now cross the river, 
the 5th Cavalry at Bhaugulpore have been (it is said) disarmed, and all 
danger, therefore, from any overwhelming external force is, I trust, past. 



COPY of a MEMO, from the JUDGE of TIRHOOT to 
COMMISSIONER. 

ith August, 1857. 

With reference to Mr. Tayler's memo., expressive of his wish that the 
Tirhoot officials should express their opinions of the feasibility of their 
returning to Mozufferpore as soon as possible, I feel myself bound in the 
first place to thank him for considerately calling us in, on his conviction 
of its necessity, under the appearance of threatened danger. This appre- 
hension on his part subsequent events appear to have fully justified, for 
it cannot now be doubted for a moment, that had the Segowlee Troopers 
received any assistance from outsiders, before he quitted the station, any 
disturbance created by both would have been fatal to every European in 
the station. I also quite agree with Mr. Tayler in thinking it very 
desirable that the authorities should return to Mozufferpore as soon as 
the Government can place them in a position to do so, with reasonable 
security for their own personal safety, and the means of efficiently main- 
taining public order and authority. 

But as by our sudden, though unavoidable departure, the authority of 
the Government has been considerably weakened throughout the district, 
I strongly feel that our return to the station, without the support of a 
military force, would be even more humiliating than our abrupt depar- 
ture, and without which it would be impossible to carry on our public 
duties with efficiency and vigour, especially those now devolving on me, 
under the recent Acts of the Legislature, to meet the exigencies of the 
present time. Holding, therefore, that it would be both very unsafe and 
unwise for us to return to Mozufferpore, without a suitable guard, I 
would suggest that fifty Seikhs be allowed to accompany us, with an 
European officer, to remain until order has been restored in Behar. 

(Signed) ROBERT FORBES, 

Judge of Tirhoot. 
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COPY of a MEMO, from J. WESTON to COMMISSIONER. 

Me. Tayleb, in sending for the Officials of Tirhoot, after the massacre 
of the detachment of Europeans sent for the relief of Arrah, was fully 
justified in believing the stations of Chuprah and Mozuiferpore unsafe. 

We left Mozufferpore on the afternoon of the 31st ultimo, and whilst 
the men of the 12th Irregulars, who were sent to he the guardians of 
Mozufferpore, were making the most solemn promises of fidelity to us, 
were, as it afterwards turned out to he the case, planning to rob the 
Treasury, and doubtless to massacre the Christian population. Fortunately, 
the Nujeebs, who have also given us much ground for suspicion, did not 
join them on the occasion. 

How long they will continue staunch, it is uncertain. Had the Chris- 
tians remained, I am positive an attempt would have been made on the 
life of some one of the residents. The withdrawal of the officials, there- 
fore, was prudent. The Nujeebs must be well aware that our leaving 
the station was from want of implicit confidence in them, and so long as 
a sufficient force of European soldiers, or 100 Seikhs, is not sent to escort 
us back, our going to the station would be impolitic and likely to lead to 
mischief. The news of the outbreak at Gya, just received, if true, will 
suffice to show that the Nujeebs are not to be depended on. 

(Signed) J. WESTON, 
Principal Sudder Ameen of Tirhoot. 



MEMO, by E. DACOSTA, PRINCIPAL SUDDER AMEEN of 
TIRHOOT. 

5th August, 1857. 

Ever since the mutiny of the Irregulars at Segowlee and of the three 
Native Regiments at Dinapore, our stay at Mozufferpore was rendered 
very dangerous to life and property, and this danger was tenfold increased 
by the disasters a detachment of the European Troops, sent for the relief 
of the station of Arrah, met with. 

The requisition, therefore, made by Mr. Commissioner Tayler, for all 
the English residents to return to Patna, was highly judicious and fully 
warranted by the circumstances of the case, or we should all have been 
massacred beyond a doubt, the said Irregulars and Nujeebs having since 
committed an outbreak by plundering and pillaging the town, and res- 
cuing, as is said, the prisoners from the jail. Under these circumstances, 
I don't think it will be safe for the officials to return and resume their 
duties, without sufficient European troops, or at least Seikh Sepoys. 

(Signed) E. DACOSTA. 
Principal Sudder Ameen of Tirhoot. 
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MEMO, bt A. SIMPSON, CIVIL ASSISTANT-SURGEON, TIRHOOT. 

4th August, 1857. 

With reference to Mr. Tayler's memo., I cannot but concur in the 
sentiments it sets forth. 

The Mutiny of the detachment of the 12th Irregular Cavalry at Mozuf- 
ferpore, after our departure on the 31st ultimo, showed the danger that 
existed there, and the prudence of the steps he suggested. 

It has been the opinion of every European and influential Native in 
Tirhoot, for some time past, that no dependence could be placed on the 
Native Troops at Mozufferpore, and that they would avail themselves of 
the first favorable opportunity of Mutiny. 

The Irregular Cavalry made the attempt to plunder the Treasury, but 
from the known want of union between them and the Nujeebs, it failed. 

The latter, from want of assistance from without, and retaining charge 
of the Treasury, doubtless wait for a more favourable opportunity. Since 
the occurrence of the Mutinies at Dinapore and Segowlee, every one in 
the station felt there was neither security for life or property, and that 
the presence of a small reliable force could alone restore confidence. 

Under the existing state of affairs, I am certainly of opinion, that to 
return to the station without a reliable force of fifty Seikhs, that there 
could be no security to the lives of Europeans, and that the prestige of 
the Government would be materially damaged, and the functions of the 
Civil Authorities also materially impeded. It would also be patent to all 
• the respectable and well-disposed subjects of the Government, that no 
protection could -be afforded them or us. 

I therefore entirely agree with Mr. Tayler's sentiments, expressed to- 
day, that it would certainly be unadvisable to return with such, and I 
trust we shall not be called on to do so, until Seikhs are available. 

(Signed) A. SIMPSON, 
Civil Assistant-Surgeon, Tirhoot. 



MEMO, by W. W. URQUHART, SUB-DEPUTY OPIUM AGENT. 

Having seen Mr. Tayler's letter to Mr. Forbes, and the memo, which 
accompanied it, I beg to record my opinion, that it is not desirable the 
officials and other residents of the district of Tirhoot should return to 
Mozufferpore, except under sufficient mi li tary protection, to guard against 
the possibility of mutiny by the Nujeebs, or a rising of the populace. 

The news current to-day is that the Nujeebs at Gya have mutinied, 
and have let the prisoners out of the jail, and as at present the only 
military force at Mozufferpore is 100 or 200 of the Nujeebs, and the 
progress of disaffection throughout the country has shown that no 
regiment once affected has stood, no reliance can now be placed on these 
men at Mozufferpore, against whom, for the past six weeks, great sus- 
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picion has been entertained, and we cannot, and ought not to trust, 
therefore, to such doubtful support. 

If 100 Seikhs could be given as a permanent Force, and fifty Euro- 
peans sent with them, with orders to the Nujeebs to make over the 
Treasury and Jail, the Seikhs being placed in charge of the same, and 
the Nujeebs ordered back to Patna at once, and a circular were at the 
same time addressed by the commissioner of the division, inviting and 
recommending the congregation of the planters at Mozufferpore for the 
general good, it seems to me that the official and non-official residents 
might return to the district, and after a few days, when matters had 
settled down and authority fully re-established, the fifty Europeans 
might return to Dinapore, the main object in their going being to over- 
awe the Nujeebs into making over the treasury and jail. 

There ought to be some sort of Commissariat Establishment for the col- 
lection of supplies, where so large a number of Europeans are collected, 
and it is very desirable a European officer or two be sent with the 
Seikhs. 

(Signed) W. W. URQUHART, 

Sub-Deputy Opium Agent. 



COPY of a LETTER fkom Majob LTDIARD to COMMISSIONER. 

Dinapore, 5th August, 1857. 
My bear Tatlee, — In answer to your enquiry, as to whether two 
parties of European soldiers, each of the number of fifty, can be given 
from Dinapore for the protection of the residents of Chuprah and Mozuf- 
ferpore, I have ascertained from Colonel Cumherlege, commanding, that 
the same cannot, under existing circumstances, he furnished. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) W. LYDIARD. 

To W. TAYLER, Esqtjibe. 

(True Copies) 

W. TAYLER, 

Late Commissioner. 



APPENDIX II. 



To The Honourable G. Talbot. 

Private Secretary to the Governor General. 

Dear Sir, — I request you will do me the favour to lay the accompany- 
ing letters before the Governor General for His Lordship's perusal. 

I have already submitted, through the usual channel, a public appeal 
against the order of the Lieutenant-Governor, dismissing me from my 
appointment, and have protested in that appeal against the injustice of 
the sentence. 

These letters, being of a private character, will be more appropriately 
submitted through yourself. 

His Lordship will perceive that they are written by gentlemen of every 
class of society — Clergymen, Military Officers of high character and 
standing, Officers of the Railway Department, and other non-official and 
independent Gentlemen, living on the spot — and eye-witnesses of my 
proceedings from first to last ; many of them personally, almost strangers, 
and all far above the suspicion of partiality or bias. 

His Lordship will perceive that they bear cordial, emphatic, and unani- 
mous testimony to the fact, that my exertions, and the measures adopted 
by me, under circumstances of peculiar difficulty, and on my own im- 
mediate responsibility, have been the means, under the blessing of Pro- 
vidence, of preserving the great City of Patna and the surrounding 
Districts in peace and safety, during the late disastrous times. 

At another time, and under less pressing circumstances, I should have 
hesitated to produce documents so flattering to my personal character ; 
but all hesitation and delicacy on this point are removed, when I con- 
template the consequence not only to myself, but to the whole service of 
which I am a member, if this unjust and arbitrary act be unrepealed. 

Many more letters, of a similar tendency and purport, will, I believe, 
be very shortly in my possession, and the whole will form a body of 
irrefragable evidence before the world, that I have, during the most 
perilous crisis which has yet befallen the empire of British India, been 
enabled to render a service to the state, and to the Christian co mm unity, 
which, perhaps, no other individual civil functionary has rendered. 

They will prove that, from first to last, (though under many difficulties 
and much discouragement not known to the public,) my measures have 
been " prompt," " energetic," and " well-considered ;" that my demean- 
our has been " calm," " fearless" and " self-collected ;" that my bearing 
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has been such as to " infuse confidence in all around me ;" and, filially, 
that in all I have done, I have been eminently successful, and that the 
peace and tranquillity of Patna, the safety of honor, property, and life, is 
to be attributed to me. 

I venture to appeal seriously and solemnly to the Governor General to 
consider these facts, when entering upon the question of my dismissal, 
entreating His Lordship to remember that this is not a matter of mere 
official routine, patent to Government and hidden from the lookers-on ; 
but a matter which involved the life or death of every Christian in the 
province, and in which, therefore, each individual dwelling on the spot 
is a competent witness, entitled to be heard. 

Admitting, for the sake of argument, that I had committed a single 
error of judgment, as charged against me, is it just or reasonable that a 
single error should vitiate or nullify such eminent and peculiar services, 
so indisputably established ? 

Can it be required, or expected, from any fallible being, that he should 
never err ? and in days like these, is every officer to act with the sword 
of suspension over his head, destined to fall upon him for a single 
mistake ? 

Could any mortal man, from the highest to the lowest, pass safely 
through such a deadly ordeal ? 

But His Lordship will not fail to perceive that this alleged error, thus 
hastily imputed to me, is, in the opinion of many, sound, able, and com- 
petent judges — Officers of high experience, Military and Civil, living at 
the time in the district, and intimately acquainted with all the circum- 
stances, not only not considered to be an error, but held to have been a 
" wise and politic course" — " a measure of sound Christian policy." 

The case, therefore, narrows itself to a mere difference of opinion. 

But has it ever before, in any civilized country, or under any civilized 
Government, been heard of, that a high public officer, while ardently and 
successfully discharging the most important duties, and rendering signal 
service, which can be neither questioned nor ignored, should be summarily 
and publicly disgraced, without trial or defence, for a mere difference of 
opinion ? 

Would not such a course of dealing with faithful servants tend to 
paralyze the efforts and deaden the spirit of the best of men ? — and 
effectually undermine that unbought and unbidden heart-service, which 
is at all times, but specially in days like these, beyond all price ? 

My public appeal will have exposed the weak points of the charges 
brought against me — the radical inaccuracy of the statements on which 
those charges are founded — the inconsistency of Mr. A. Money's assertions 
— and the vacillation of his conduct — it will have shown that my view in 
regard to the danger which, for some days, threatened the outlying 
stations, was shared and upheld by all the authorities of Chuprah and 
Mozufferpore, as it ias since been supported by the chief military 
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authorities on the spot; and that the ahandonruent of the Treasure, 
when the party first left Gya, which has "been so marvellously allowed 
to swell the catalogue of my imaginary sins, was not my act, hut the act 
of the gentleman who has been publicly rewarded for his "judgment and 
bravery !" 

I trust His Lordship will not consider me intrusive, or out of order, in 
thus addressing him. We have not yet passed through the furnace which 
has been kindled for our destruction ; enthusiastic service, and successful 
administration, are not yet so common, or so cheap, as to be despised or 
cast wantonly aside, nor can I believe that the Governor-General will 
hereafter remember with satisfaction the fact, that a public officer whom 
all acknowledge and testify to have acted, in these days of horror, with 
courage, decision, and judgment — who, as all acknowledge, has carried 
the great Mahomedan City of Patna in safety through the late perilous 
crisis — and to whom the gratitude of the whole Christian community had 
been emphatically, and with one voice, accorded — that such an officer 
had been hurriedly and rudely thrust from the very office in which he 
had rendered such services, and held up before the public, who thus 
testified to his merits, as a disgraced and dishonored man. 

I appeal confidently to the high honor and justice of a British Noble- 
man against an unjust and unrighteous sentence. 

I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 
Chowinghee Road. W. TAYLER. 



EXTRACT eeoh a LETTER fbom Majoe HOLMES. 

Dated 25th June, 1857. 

' ' I hope you are getting on well at Patna, and carry things with a 
high hand, disarming every suspected person in the City, and confining 
all to their houses after ten o'clock at night. Tour Volunteer Corps, armed 
to the teeth, is excellent, and ought to do first-rate service. 

" When treason is clear, I trust there will be no hesitation about just 
punishment. 

" To err on the side of leniency is fatal at present." 



EXTRACT FKOir a LETTER feoh Majoe HOLMES. 

June 28th, 1857. 

" My deae Tatxee, — I am very glad, indeed quite delighted to hear 
that you are carrying things -with a high hand ; and if you can find any- 
thing like decent proof against those rascals I have sent to the General, 
I have no doubt that you will make short work with them. 

" I have great confidence in you now, since I know you are up and re- 
solved. 

" Send me a few lines occasionally when you have spare time. 
" We bright wits must support each other." 
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EXTRACT from a LETTER from Major HOLMES. 

July \bth, 1857. 

' 1 My bear Tayler, — Your energetic and determined measures at Patna 
have given me very great pleasure, and now the Calcutta folks seem at 
last to be fully alive to the necessity of making a clean sweep, and are 
civil in proportion. 

" Many thanks for the support you have given to my necessary ille- 
galities, &c, &c." 



EXTRACT from a LETTER from Dr. C , BANCOORAH. 

July 6th, 1857. 

' ' I heard from Patna a few days back, from a man who is playing a 
conspicuous part there now ; he delighted my heart by telling me of the 
energy, decision, and judgment of your husband." 



EXTRACT from a LETTER from GORDON YOUNG, Esq., 
CALCUTTA. 

" I can't tell you how happy I am to hear of all you are doing at 
Patna in the present crisis. People here talk a great deal about you and 
your doings, and are quite prepared to give you credit for having done 
much to save the whole of that part of the country." 



EXTRACT from a LETTER from Mr. YULE, COMMISSIONER of 
BHAUGULPORE. 

July, 1857. 

"Dear Sir, — After receiving your electric telegraph of yesterday, I 
determined to write and ask you to let me know what was really doing 
in your rascally city. If that city, and all the districts round about 
down to Malda, escape an outbreak, we shall have to thank you alone 
for it, I believe ; and this is the general opinion among those most con- 
cerned, and who ought to know best." 



EXTRACT from a LETTER from Major NATION. 

August, 1857. 

" Read the enclosed.* I am astonished, and am sure every one who 
has known your work since these troubles commenced will be equally 
grieved at such a termination to your labour." 



EXTRACT from a LETTER from F. VINCENT, Esq., BARH. 

" I had a letter from a day or two ago, in which he says : — ' I, 

in common with some others here, are very savage at Tayler's removal. 
* A letter stating that I had been removed. 
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There appears little or no doubt that he did much towards saving Patna — 
if not everything ; and that he is removed, not for the calling in people 
from out-stations, which was an act of humanity which Government can- 
not feel, but because he hung so many men who really deserved it. If 
our fellow-countrymen had been sacrificed at Gya,' &c." 



EXTRACT hoi a LETTER from GORDON YOUNG, Esq., 
CALCUTTA. 

August 3rd, 1857. 
" To prove that he is really doing in this crisis all that coidd possibly 
be done by a man in his position, few people, just now, stand in less 
need of defenders than he does. Living as I now do at the Club, and 
thus seeing and hearing a good deal of non-official and as well as official 
people, I can say that your husband is one of the very few people in 
authority who is generally well spoken of and trusted in. If he only 
succeeds in bringing Patna safely through this crisis, which please God 
he may yet do, there is nothing he will not deserve." 



EXTRACT feom a LETTER feom R. SCOTT, Esq., JUDGE, 
PATNA. 

" I was very sorry to hear the order that Government has passed ; 
you have, at least, the consolation of knowing that you have guided 
Patna affairs through trying times, and now give over that large city, 
with its enormous Mussulmen population, in a perfectly quiet and tran- 
quil state ; nor can you personally look back with regret to an order 
which, at the time of its issue, you believed to be the only measure likely 
to save the residents of other stations from the fate which then seemed 
in store for the Arrah folk." 

EXTRACT FE03I a LETTER feoh Captain EMERSON, CANTON- 
MENT MAGISTRATE, DINAPORE. 

August 28th, 1857. 
" My deae Taylee, — I read with the greatest pleasure your letters 
handed to me by Burge. I think they were both capital. Without the 
wish to say one word beyond what I sincerely feel, I only wish we had a 
' General Tayler' at Dinapore all along, instead of, &c., &c. Believe 
me, with best wishes for the success of your appeal, &c, &c." 



EXTRACT feom a LETTER feom Captain EMERSON, CANTON- 
MENT MAGISTRATE, DINAPORE. 

August 21th, 1857. 
" My Deae B., — I have read with much satisfaction Tayler's letter to 
Government. I have nothing to gain, nor yet have I anything to lose, 
by speaking for or against Tayler ; all I do say is, that I wish from my 

E 
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heart and soul that we had a man in authority at Dinapore possessed of 
the same qualifications as Tayler. I believe sincerely that Patna would 
have gone long ago, had it not been for Tayler's extraordinary exertions 
and disregard of responsibility. The disaster at Arrah was quite enough 
to unnerve any man, and had Eyre's guns been taken from him, which 
was not an improbable event, and was feared, almost anticipated, Tayler 
would still have been Commissioner of Patna, and would have been praised 
for his foresight. He has been most harshly dealt with, and I think his 
enemies must admit this." 



EXTRACT from a LETTER from Captain , DINAPORE. 

August 28th, 1857. 
" My dear B., — I have read Tayler's defence and think it most com- 
plete. I have thought from the first that he has been most unjustly 
treated. Whatever may be done by his successors, for the last four 
months Patna owes its tranq uilli ty to his energetic measures, and for my 
own part I should feel more confidence in Tayler alone than in Solomon 
himself with a Mahomedan assistant. In a note from Calcutta, received 
shortly after the appointment of Mr. Samuells, it was stated (by one who 
had very good opportunity of gauging the public minds) that opinion 
was divided regarding Tayler ; but I think, if his defence were laid before 
the world, public opinion would be generally, if not unanimously, in his 
favor." 



EXTRACT from a LETTER from the Rev. M. BURGE, 
DINAPORE. 

August 30th, 1857. 
" Mr. Tayler's papers are still in circulation. I, of course, intend 
sending them back to you, but I wished to send a few notes of opinions 
with them, three of which only I have, and have sent with this. 
Colonel Fenwick, who read them with much interest, spoke in high terms 
of them." 



EXTRACT from a LETTER from Major NATION, COMMANDING 
the STATION GUARDS, PATNA. 

September 2nd, 1857. 
"My bear Tayler, — I cannot help expressing to you my extreme 
regret that Government has seen fit to remove you from your appoint- 
ment. Your energy and coolness were producing such good effects, that 
I, and many others, thought that these provinces were entirely indebted 
to your exertions, for having been kept quiet so long. I certainly, during 
the whole time of the disturbances, when I was daily in communication 
with you, never observed the least sign of fear or panic about you — on 
the contrary, I have frequently observed, how well you were bearing 
up against the unceasing labours (day and night) that you were undergo- 
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ing, and that I never saw you but that you were most calm and collected, 
and infused confidence in all who were working with or about you. There 
can but be one opinion on the subject." 

EXTRACT from a LETTER from F. VINCENT, Esq., BARH. 

August 13th, 1857. 

" I saw in to-day's Gazette Mr. Samuells' appointment as Co mmi ssioner 
of Patna, and I need hardly say how very, very sorry I was to see it. 

" I will not insult you with sympathy, but believe me, I most sincerely 
regret your supercession. But you cannot be deprived of the credit of 
having borne the heat and burden of the day during the crisis, for now 
all is comparatively smooth sailing, and with General Outram Com- 
manding at Dinapore, the Office of Commissioner will be almost a sinecure, 
at least as regards the safety of the surrounding districts. This change 
of rule has cooled my ardour, and unless you wish me to put a stop, 
&c., &c." 



EXTRACT from a LETTER from the Rev. M. BURGE, 
DINAPORE. 

August Xith, 1857. 
" I AM very glad that you so kindly wrote first to tell us of the rumour 
we had heard about the severe — and, as I must always think, doubtless 
with many others — unjust treatment which Mr. Tayler has experienced 
from Government. We can only hope with you, that a fair hearing may 
be given to Mr. Tayler, and that Government may yet find out their 
mistake in discarding the valuable services of one whom all acknowledged 
to have acted with more zeal and judgment than most, or perhaps all, 
whose abilities have been taxed during this present year of horror." 



EXTRACT fro 31 a LETTER from W. ROBERTSON, Esq., C. S., 
TIRHOOT. 

August 16th, 1857. 
" It was with the greatest pain I received your news yesterday, con- 
firming the report I had previously heard. All here, planters, enemies 
and all, agree that the play has been unfair, and that your husband has 
been shamefully treated. But what is the use of idle professions now ; 
why did not every one of them, if they considered his conduct proper, 
back him up before ?" 

EXTRACT from a LETTER from Captain RATTRAY. 

August 19th, 1857. 
" I was indeed very sorry to hear from your son, that you have been 
suspended. I hope you will insist upon a full investigation, for even 
supposing it was a mistake your recalling the officials from Gya (and they 
admit that you were influenced by the kindest and most humane motives 
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in so doing), I should imagine the good service you did at Patna during 
a most critical period would more than suffice to counterbalance any evil 
that may have accrued by your orders being partially carried out. 
Believe me when I say that I feel very much, both for yourself and your 
family, and I only wish you were in a position to shy up and go home. 
Matters look ugly at present, but I cannot believe your suspension to be 
long." 



EXTRACT from a LETTER from W. TANNER, Esq., PATNA. 

August 19th, 1867. 

" My dear Mr. Tayxer, — I do not know the particulars of the Gya 
affair, &c, ; but unless it is ruled that you ought to have been guided in 
your conduct by making sure of a victory where j'ou had scarcely any 
reasonable ground to look for aught else than a disaster, and that you 
ought not to have been influenced by any consideration of what the 
Mutineers and Rebels had it in their power to effect, I do not see you can 
be blamed for wishing to get people out of harm's way, at a time when 
you had not the power to help them in case of need. We had nearly 
3,000 Dinapore Sepoys against us. — We knew that Kooer Sing had called 
for an Army of 6 or 7,000 men from his own village, and could get as 
many more as he desired — we knew that an attack on Dinapore and Patna 
was contemplated, even our own Darogahs having been ordered to provide 
" russud " for the Rebel Army ; and we knew that an enormous number 
of boats had been got ready to bring the men over. Again, we had sus- 
tained a most disastrous and unexpected defeat in endeavouring to save 
the Arrah people, and we had few men left for the defence of Cantonment 
and Bankipore, so that so far from being able to afford any help outside, 
we had scarcely the means of holding our own in case of attack. There 
was, therefore, nothing to prevent these two districts being overrun, and 
Europeans who were outside cut up, with perchance ' an illustrious gar- 
rison' or two to rescue when we get the means to do so. What then were 
you to do ; were you not to warn people of their danger ? and what woidd 
have been said if numbers had been killed and their families exposed to 
the tender mercies of some of our Mahomedan friends, as has happened 
elsewhere. Providence, however, has been long niercifid to us — the 
movements of that Buxar party paralyzed the enemy ; and being ably 
and gallantly handled by Major Eyre, that handful of men, converted, 
what we had very much reason to fear would have been a oalamity to 
us, into the means of our salvation." 



EXTRACT from a LETTER from R. V. BOYLE, Esq., DISTRICT 
RAILWAY ENGINEER, ARRAH. 

August 23rd, 1857. 
" My dear Tayler, — We shall be very glad to read your statement 
complete in defence of the policy so hastily and unjustly condemned by 
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Government, whose decision in the matter has taken by surprise, not only 
all your friends, but others ; and you may be sure that none will more 
sincerely rejoice than we shall, when the affair is (as we confidently 
believe it will be) satisfactorily adjusted." 



EXTRACT from a LETTER from R. V. BOYLE, Esq., ARRAH. 

August 21th, 1857. 
" Mr dear Tayxer, — That the defence is complete and fully justifies 
your proceedings regarding C-ya, is the opinion of many whose judgment 
will carry more weight than mine ; but to no one, believe me, could it 
possibly give more cause for thankfulness and sincere pleasure to hear 
that the justice'you so righteously claim is accorded, than to " 



EXTRACT from a LETTER from Coloxel HUYSHE, DIXAPORE. 

August 27th, 1157. 
" My dear B, — Alexander sent me Mr. Tayler's defence, which I now 
return to you. I have read it with the greatest interest. It appears to 
me unanswerable." 



EXTRACT from a LETTER from GORDOX YOUNG, Esq., 
CALCUTTA. 

August 3rd, 1857. 
" Every one that I have heard mention the subject here, has expressed 
himself much grieved at what has befallen you, and many regard it as a 
public misfortune." 



EXTRACT from a LETTER from the Rev. M. BURGE, DINAPORE, 

August, 21th 1857. 
" Majty thanks for your documents, which Boyle duly sent. I read 
them with much interest, and, if they get to any fair and unpredjudiced 
eye, I think they must carry conviction with them. The Gya business 
was just one of those circumstances wherein success makes merit, and 
failure and misfortune is sure to stamp it as ill-advised. I think it is 
most unfair to judge of things from an after ground. They would have 
praised Dunbar to the skies for his energy and courage in playing the 
madman by night, had he got to Arrah without being cut up. They 
would also have designated Eyre's dash between the topes, with the loss 
of elephants and baggage, as the height of rashness, had he not had the 
good fortune, or rather Providence, to have cowards for his enemy ; and 
so you are being judged, not by the act of calling in those who were in 
peril, but by the fortuitous events which occurred afterwards ; and I need 
not say that I, for one, think you unjustly treated. I sincerely hope 
that Government will reinstate you in Patna, ; but ill-will with power is 
a strong antagonist to justice and to right. There is, however, a melan- 
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choly satisfaction in the reflection, that Government were obliged, in 
sending a substitute for one Commissioner, to prop up his successor with 
an assistant." 



EXTRACT from a LETTER from W. McDONELL, Esq., 
MAGISTRATE, CHUPRAH. 
" My dear Tatleh, — Public feeling seems very strongly in your 
favour, and one and all own that your management of the Patna people 
was something wonderful. Some are certainly against you in the Gya 
business, doubting the expediency of your calling in the Gya people ; but 
they ought not to give an opinion until they have heard both sides of the 
case. They can have no idea of the difficult game you had to play, when 
Rattray and others, after our return from that unfortunate expedition to 
Arrah, came and told you that the Seikhs were grumbling at the way in 
which their men were sent out in handfuls and were thus cut up, and 
that they were threatening to leave Government employ. Unless they 
were all collected in one party, that they would not serve in small 
detachments ; and when report after report came in, to the effect that the 
few Europeans who managed to escape from Arrah, and to find their way 
towards the river bank, were butchered in cold blood and killed like dogs, 
not by the Mutineers, but by the villagers residing some distance from 
that part of the country which had been overrun by the Sepoys and 
thus disorganised — men who apparently had nothing to do with Kooer 
Singh or the Sepoys — it was surely then time to take measures to save 
European lives, and by concentrating our forces, to show a stronger front 
against the enemy. The very day you called in the people from the out- 
stations, the Dinapore authorities were ivnwilling to spare a man, even 
to save the lives of the little Arrah garrison, thinking that Dinapore 
itself would be the next place to be attacked. I sincerely trust that you 
may come off with flying colors." 



EXTRACT from a LETTER from E. WOODCOCK, Esa., COL- 
LECTOR, PATNA, 

September, 1857. 

" My Dear Tayler, — The abandonment of Gya was determined on by 
you at a time when the community, for the plainest reasons, gave up the 
little garrison at Arrah for lost. No relief was at hand, the disastrous 
night attack was repulsed, and there were not troops at Dinapore which 
could be spared. Money wrote that he expected a visit at Gya from the 
victorious Mutineers, headed by Kooer Sing, and this impression seems 
to have been shared by others, as I understand that you were requested 
by one of the party to send out a force from Patna to cover the retreat 
from Gya. To save valuable European lives considered in imminent 
jeopardy, you issued your order to the Gya officials. In my judgment, 
your acts from the commencement appear to have been dictated by sound 
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judgment, calm deliberation, and acknowledged ability ; and as an old 
friend, it is hardly necessary to say bow mueb I sbare the very general 
sorrow for the severe displeasure of Government under which you have 
lost your appointment." 



EXTRACT from a LETTER from Rev. A. GARSTIN, PATNA. 

" My dear Tayler, — Thanks for the complimentary sheets. How 
such facts, and such conclusive and irresistible deductions from them, as 
the whole statement contains, can fail to have their due weight, it is 
difficult to imagine, except that there are some so blind that they wont 
see. I do hope, and trust and pray that the issue may be all that you 
could wish." 



EXTRACT from a LETTER from Lieut.-Col. ROWCROFT, COM- 
MANDING 8th N.I., DINAPORE. 

September 5th, 1857. 

" My dear Tayler, — I need hardly tell you how very sorry I was to 
hear of your removal from your appointment of Commissioner at Patna. 

" As far as I am able to judge, without having been closely connected 
with you in official duties, though I have been so to a certain extent, I 
consider your zealous, active, and energetic performance of your arduous 
duties mainly contributed to the tranquillity which prevailed in the city 
of Patna and the districts around, throughout three very critical and 
anxious months of May, June and July ; and that all your aims seemed 
entirely to centre in enthusiastically maintaining the best interests of 
Government. Before concluding, I shall remark that for some days after 
the mutinous Regiments and other Rebels, with Baboo Kooer Sing at 
their head, took possession of Arrah, and during the interval between the 
disastrous retreat of Captain Dunbar's detachment from Arrah and Major 
Eyre's successful fight over the Rebels on the 2nd August, the safety of 
the entire Province of Behar hung upon the balance, and the small un- 
protected out-stations were in very great danger. This must have been 
apparent to all who took a careful searching view of the state of affairs 
as they then stood, bearing in mind the paucity of troops then at Dina- 
pore, when the aid and presence of European soldiers was so urgently 
required at so many points in the Division." 



EXTRACT from a LETTER from C. E. DAVIES, Esq., PATNA. 

/September 7th, 1857. 
"The perusal of the unanswerable arguments of your admirable 
defence has caused me as much pleasure as has been the indignation 
roused in me by the precipitance, which could, under the semblance of a 
zeal, impatient of delay, punish, where it ought signally to have 
rewarded. To you, under the mercy and guidance of a gracious Pro- 



violence, we owe the safety of the province, the quiet possession of 
Bengal, our hold of the highways to the North-west, and the enjoyment 
of life and property. For these, the public voice awards you grateful 
praise, and of this, the will of solitary power, however absolute, cannot 
deprive you. Let mo here, with a satisfaction which I cannot express, 
advert to one remarkable feature of your uniformly noble conduct 
throughout these perilous times — I allude to the harmony which cha- 
racterized all your efforts and subordinated them to the accomplishment 
of a great object — unbiassed by even previous acquaintance with the 
characters of individuals — unaffected by the coloring which pre-dispo- 
sition in any way lent to the multifarious information on important 
points — sought to be co mm unicated to you ; equally above either 
timidity, unfortunately native to the times, or a rashness peculiar to 
imperious Indian ignorance ; actuated by no feeling of a revengeful 
justice, and impervious to panic — all your faculties calmly possessed, and 
united to bring about one issue — the maintenance of the well-being of the 
province committed to your charge. You have succeeded marvellously in 
attaining that noble end, deserving thus the heartfelt gratitude and 
esteem, and winn in g the praise of all honest, thoughtful, and inde- 
pendent men, you have a right to command their best wishes also. In 
conclusion, accept the cordial wishes and sincere prayers for your tri- 
umphant vindication and restoration, of one of the obscure few who can 
dare to speak more plainly than either position or circumstances would 
justify many others in doing." 

EXTRACT fkom a LETTER feoje W. KjSTOTT, Esq., DEPUTY 
COLLECTOR, PAT5TA. 

September 7th, 1857. 

" I have perused with much interest the defence which you have con- 
sidered it necessary to make. In regard to your conduct during the 
critical and dangerous period over which your Division has recently 
passed, and that without the loss of a single life (excepting that of 
the late Dr. Lyell, which he sacrificed by his own imprudence) at the 
hands of Mutineers and Rebels, and being intimately acquainted with 
all matters which transpired at that troublesome period, I am prepared 
to endorse every fact contained in your paper, and besides I can consci- 
entiously assert that it is to your energy and tact, by the blessing of God, 
we owe also the safety of our property. Had "panic" interfered with 
your counsels, Patna, nay, the whole of your division, would have fallen 
into the hands of rebels. But such an unhappy result was averted by 
your incessant labor to discover and probe into conspiracies, and to arrest 
the evil-doers. It was these measures that alarmed the disaffected, and 
brought peace to the threshhold of the well-disposed. 

" As to the measures adopted by you for saving the lives of the Euro- 
pean residents of Mozufferpore and Gya, when the true state of affairs at 
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that particular period be known, there cannot exist two opinions as to 
the propriety of your sanctioning their retreat to Patna. At that time, 
Baboo Kooer Singh had gained a victory over a detachment of our troops, 
and as he then had no other enemy to resist, he was free to move in any 
direction, and it was expected at Dinapore, when intelligence had reached 
that station that large fleets of boats were collected by that chief on the 
shore, descents would be made on Patna and Gya, especially for the 
treasure those places would have yielded, and which was urgently 
needed by that impoverished chief. I, for one, fully expected these 
attacks ; but the will of Providence, by directing the advance of Major 
Eyre's force on Arrah, compelled the rebel Baboo to alter his plans. Had 
this not occurred, and were not Major Eyre most providentially victorious, 
the whole of this province would have rebelled, and not a Christian would 
have survived to tell the tale of our disaster. Such were the natural 
apprehensions at this time, and had they been realized, your name would 
darken the pages of history. I cannot conclude this note without record- 
ing my gratitude to you for the salvation of myself and family ; and as I 
shall often recall to mind the occurrences of 1857, it will be impossible for 
me to forget this obligation." 



EXTRACT tkoji A LETTER thou H. WHITCOMBE, Esq., 
RESIDENT RAILWAY ENGINEER, PATNA. 

September 9th, 1857. 
' ' When I heard of your having been superseded, I was more than 
surprised. I felt it to be an injustice to you, and a gross wrong to all 
Europeans in India. I, as well as all others not personaUy interested in 
maintaining imbecile old men in lucrative situations, knowing it to be 
the intention of Mussulmans in India, in accordance with their faith, to 
murder every European (or rather Christian) man, woman, and child, and 
that on every opportunity this intention had been carried out in the most 
cold-blooded and treacherous manner : knowing all this, we naturaUy 
looked up to, and put our trust in those whom we saw acting coolly, 
promptly, and energeticaUy. I was, I must confess, at first surprised at 
the promptitude and decision with which your measures were executed, 
but I afterwards looked upon it as a matter of course, and felt propor- 
tionate confidence in the safety of this place. Had you, as some, or 
rather many in your position, have been and are doing — had you, when 
morally convinced of a man's participation in an act of rebellion, hesitated 
to take the responsibility of his execution on account of some technical 
hitch in the evidence, I should have at once left the Station, instead of 
which, as you are aware, I expressed my confidence in you by offering to 
execute unhesitatingly anything you might ask me to do. There is no 
other man in India, except the now celebrated Lawrence, Havelock, Neill, 
and Holmes, to whom I would have so bound myself. As regards the 
assertion of ' panic ' having caused the withdrawal of the Europeans from 
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Gya, &c, I know that, on the evening when that order for withdrawal 
was issued, there were many people who expected an immediate attack 
upon Dinapore, that hardly a man there entertained the least hope for 
Arrah, and I believe that not one single man in this station would have 
gone to Gya for any consideration. The order itself was discussed at your 
table coolly and dispassionately, simply upon its merits, as a provision 
against a contingency, anticipated at that time by most, and as far as my 
judgment went, I viewed it as a piece of sound and Christian policy. It 
should never be forgotten, that a few days after circumstances were 
materially changed, and that then men arose to condemn your acts, who, 
in times of actual danger to themselves, had been only too ready to seek 
your side. I hope you may succeed in your demand, but I really do not 
expect much until the transfer to the Home Government is made : they 
may be able to acknowledge the errors of others, not themselves, and may 
perhaps make restitution." 



EXTRACT fkom a LETTER from H. C. RICHARDSON, Esq., 
MAGISTRATE, PATNA. 

September 9th, 1857. 
" Mt dear Tatlek, — I hope your journey to Calcutta may be pros- 
perous, and its results entirely satisfactory. I hope you may be restored 
the Commissionership of Patna, where you have labored so hard ; and, 
as the quietness of the city during the late disturbances has shown, so 
successfully. I myself think, and I believe it is the opinion of most 
persons, European and Native, who have had opportunities of judging, 
that the measures adopted by you have contributed to the main safety of 
the city. It isn't for me to say that Government doesn't take correct 
views of your case ; but I can't help thinking that, had Eyre retired, as 
was anticipated (and I think directed) to Buxar, and had the Arrah 
Garrison fallen — and I don't believe a man here doubted it would fall — 
your directing the officials to withdraw from Gya, with their treasure if 
possible, would scarcely have been considered a crime ! I can feel sincerely 
for you in your troubles. After months of hard work and anxiety, it was 
natural to expect that reward, instead of punishment, would have been 
your portion, and I trust that, after the powers that be have heard your 
explanation, you will have ample justice done you. I'm afraid that the 
mere expression of good wishes for your success, in your appeal for resti- 
tution to your office, can do you no real good ; but as the said good wishes 
spring from, or go along with, the conviction that you ought to succeed, 
if you get fair play, I say that you have my best wishes for your speedy 
return to Patna, as its Commissioner, with as full an acknowledgment of, 
and thanks for, past services as even Mrs. Tayler could wish for you." 
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COPY of a LETTER from W. STERNDALE, Esq. 

September 10th 1857. 

" My dear Tayler, — I return your defence with many thanks ; I have 
read it with great interest, and consider it to be unanswerable ; and trust 
that it may prove to be triumphant. 

I see many private letters appended to it. I was not aware that the 
recorded opinions of those who witnessed the whole course of your pro- 
ceedings, during the fearful crisis, would be acceptable to you, or I should 
not have neglected to add my testimony, humble though it be, to the 
energy, self-possession, courage, and promptitude which characterized 
your conduct, and which inspired confidence in all by whom you were 
surrounded. 

"I heard of your suspension with great regret, and also, with great soli- 
citude. However, the crisis was then passed, and we are now reaping, 
and I trust may continue to reap, under the blessing of God, the benefits 
of your admirable administration. 

" Wishing you every success and a speedy and safe return to Patna. 

" Believe me, yours very sincerely, 

(Signed) "W. H. STERNDALE." 



COPY of a LETTER from Major MOIR. 

Dinapore, September \lth 1857. 
" My dear Tayler, — With very many thanks I now return your de- 
fence, which we have perused with the greatest interest. We all feel that, 
humanly speaking, we owe the safety of our lives to you, and that you 
were the means of Patna being kept quiet." 



EXTRACT from a LETTER from J. B. ALLEN, Esa., GYA. 

August 11th, 1857. 

" From what I learned after I arrived in Patna, I am convinced you 
were right to call us to Patna, and that when affairs took a change at 
Arrah by the defeat of Kooer Sing and relief of the illustrious garrison, 
(of which there seemed to be no chance) you desired us to return to our 
station. In the mean time, Money acted on his own responsibility, and 
evacuated Gya, causing, in my humble opinion, the great loss of property, 
both public and private. I am sure there can be only one feeling on the 
subject when the facts are known, and I must say it would have been 
better if the officials had consulted more together on the subject" 



To W. TAYLER, Esqtjirb, 

Sir, — After all that you have done for the safety of Behar, it would be 
the height of injustice in us if we were to fail expressing our sincerest 
sentiments of gratitude to you. We know all that we can say would be far 
short of what you really deserve. If the safety of our lives and honor 
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was dear to us ; if the preservation of our property was desirable ; if the 
peace of the district was to be wished for — it woidd be the greatest 
unthankfulness on our part were we not to re-echo the favorable and 
lauding voice of the public conjointly. When the whole of Patna was 
nearly shipwrecked ; at the moment when the Rebels rose at Dinapore, 
and before that ; when the mischievous machinations of Peer Ally and his 
accomplices had nearly endangered not only our own city, but nearly the 
whole province, who opposed and braved the storm ? — whose were those 
wise far-seeing and statesmanlike plans which saved us then ? and who 
so kindly and considerately threw open his house to receive the Christian 
populace at the hour of the greatest peril ? With one voice, we answer 
it was you, and were it not for you, and for your exertions, which cost 
you many an anxious day and sleepless night, — were it not for the highly 
prudent measures adopted by you to nip the spirit of rebellion in its 
bud, — were it not for the politic orders that you passed to secure (and 
which did secure) tbe safety of the province, Behar would long ere this 
have become a scene of anarchy and confusion. For the safety we owe 
you — for all that you have done for us and ours — for all that, in the 
faithful discharge of your service, you have hitherto accomplished — the 
public has to return you a world of thanks. 

Wishing that the consciousness of having discharged your duty so ably 
and nobly will be your richest reward, allow us, Sir, to be 

Your very grateful Servants, 

J. W. BOILAED. S. TlTLLT. 

Thou. P. Manuel. Robt. Francis. 

J. BOWBEAR. ChAELES FeANCIS. 

W. Hanvet. J. Moeeiro. 

J. Chaeeiee. Rodk. Feasee, Senr. 

P. Chaeeiee. F. H. de Roeabio. 

C. A. Peeeoux. J. H. Bltth. 

Feed. G. Baboneaux. P. J. Moras". 

H. C. Namet. F. Demonte. 
Ht. Baebee. 
Patna, 10<7t September, 1807. 



Calcutta, 20th September, 1857. 
" Mr deae Tatlee, — I have had great satisfaction in reading the cor- 
respondence relative to your removal from the Patna Commissionersliip, 
as it fully confirms the opinion I have all along held, that you had acted 
throughout a most trying period of our history with firmness, decision, 
and judgment. 

"My personal acquaintance with Koocr Singh, and my knowledge of 
Behar, made me take the greatest interest in the rebellion in that part of 
the country ; and my having so many friends in the district caused me to 
watch, with the deepest anxiety, the proceedings of all those in authority. 
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I need scarcely say it was a great source of satisfaction to know that you 
were at the head of affairs, feeling convinced, as all who have the 
advantage of your friendship must do, that the best measures would be 
taken under all circumstances. 

" The idea of your having acted under the influence of a ' local panic' 
rather amused me ; as, during the emeute in the Arrah Jail in 1855, I 
had abundant proof of your coolness and courage in danger. 

' ' Any one acquainted with Patna must be aware of the taet and firmness 
called into play, to have kept it serene during the past few months ; and 
if ever success is to be the only touchstone of merit, your conduct can 
safely stand the ordeal. 

"Believe me, yours very sincerely, 

" JAMES HARRISON." 



Calcutta, 22nd September, 1857. 

"My dear Sir, — I return you many thanks for the very interesting 
papers kindly forwarded me relative to your recent deprivation of office 
as Commissioner of Patna. 

" Your reply I regard as perfect, and your restoration certain, if justice 
is to be had in India. 

" As to the charge of your ' having acted under the influence of a local 
panic,' it is altogether demolished by your reply, and in the eyes of every 
one in the Province, I am very certain it has ever been regarded as simply 
ridiculous. 

" Ho man, in the slightest degree ' panic stricken,' could have acted as 
you did. This can apply only to the conspirators and to Mr. A. Money, 
whose conduct, and whose reward, is equally inexplicable to most men. 

" Ne sutor ultra crcpidam. I will therefore say only, that were your 
own conduct the subject of investigation before a Court Martial, I cannot 
for a moment doubt your full and complete acquittal upon every charge. 
The directions given to abandon Mozufferpore and Gya were in my opinion 
necessary ami politic, and accompanied by a very proper condition (entirely 
neglected by parties under your orders) relative to the Treasure, for 
which neglect you are in no shape to blame. 

' ' Whatever the result, I congratulate you on the verdict already recorded 
in your favor by public opinion. 

"This will be a source of gratification when all other feelings have 
passed away ; but I anticipate an honorable reversal of a hasty judg- 
ment — in which hope, believe me, 

' ' My dear Sir, very sincerely yours, 

" WILMER 0. HARRIS, Copt., 

"32«d Regiment N. L" 
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EXTRACT from a LETTER from JOHN GALE, Esq., PUNDOWL 
ZILLAH TIRHOOT. 

15th September, 1857. 
" I hope all your Service will stand by you, and get you reinstated 
with all honors. They all appeared very grateful to you, on their arrival 
at Dinapore, for having ordered their withdrawal so promptly. Forbes 
and Simpson particularly expressed themselves (before us all) satisfied 
that you had saved all their lives by doing so. Whatever, however, the 
difference of opinion may now be as to the policy of the withdrawal, there 
are not two opinions among Officials or Non-Officials in regard to the 
preservation of Patna, that it was mainly, if not solely, owing to your 
vigilance and exertion, and to the judicious and firm measures adopted 
by you during a most critical period." 

COPT of a LETTER from W. H. URQTTHART, Esq. 

Mozufferpore, 9th Septemher, 1857. 
"I have read with considerable interest Mr. Tayler's defence of his 
measures on the late serious crisis which occurred in the Behar district, 
of which he was the controlling authority. The facts brought forward 
by him in elucidation of the causes which led to the conclusions he came 
to, and which he acted up to with true Christian fortitude, are clear, 
manly, and convincing. As far as my judgment serves me, he has most 
unflinchingly done his duty towards the European community of the 
Division over which he presided, by an humane consideration for their 
safety, consequent on the knowledge he possessed of the danger they were 
exposed beyond that which imm ediately and locally affected them. I am 
much concerned to learn that the result of Mr. Tayler's judgment and 
proceedings has been so unexpectedly disastrous to himself, and sincerely 
hope the respectfully independent and clear statement he has made will 
meet with that consideration, support, and award, it, in my opinion, so 
eminently deserves. W. H. URQUHART." 

Terryah, Tirhoot, 11th September, 1857. 

" My dear R., — Thanks for the perusal of Tayler's admirable defence, 
by which he thoroughly justifies the line of conduct pursued by him 
throughout the recent emergencies. "We on the spot who have benefited 
by his measures, have all along had every confidence in the result, and 
have seen how perfectly necessary they were. 

" I hope he will meet with the consideration he deserves, for it is the 
universal opinion that Tayler has been most unjustly treated, after the 
able manner in which, during a most trying period, he kept Patna quiet, 
on the tranquillity of which town all the neighbouring districts depended 
for safety. 

" As regards the withdrawal of the officials, common humanity dictated 
such a course, for matters were desperate after that unfortunate Arrah 
defeat. Yours sincerely, H. HUDSON." 
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LETTER from the Hon'ble R. FORBES, JUDGE of TIRHOOT. 

Mozufferpore, 20th September, 1857. 

" My dear Tayler, — According to your wish, I have circulated the 
papers received -with your note at this station. 

"For myself I can honestly say, that both before and since your calling in 
the officials of the Behar out-stations, I have constantly heard your ad- 
ministration at Patna, during a very trying time, much praised, and the 
opinion generally expressed, that the safety and tranquillity of that place 
were eminently, if not entirely, due to the energetic measures which you 
adopted and enforced. 

' ' Whatever opinion may have been formed of your calling in the Gya 
authorities, your summoning those of Tirhoot appeared, under the cir- 
cumstances, to be fully justified by what did actually take place at this 
station, as already stated by others and myself, when, in compliance with 
your wish, we gave expression to our opinions on the subject while at 
Dinapore. 

" Believe me, yours very sincerely, 

" ROBERT FORBES." 



EXTRACT of LETTER from Colonel CUMBERLEGE, 
COMMANDING 40th N. I. 

Dated 

" My dear , — I can have no objection to give my testimony to 

Mr. Tayler's vigorous measures during those critical weeks we passed 
through. 

" His conduct throughout showed a recklessness of consequences (to 
himself) a courting of assassination rather than a panic, either local or 
personal. 

" His withdrawal of the authorities was at a most critical period, and- 
under a kind consideration for those whose lives would have been at the 
mercy of the rebels, had things gone adverse with Major Eyre at 
Arrah." 



COPY of LETTER from R. KING, Esq., PATNA. 

" My Dear , — I return with thanks the pamphlet you were kind 

enough to send me yesterday, and I sincerely hope that Mr. Tayler will 
obtain from the Supreme Government that justice to which he is so clearly 
entitled. 

" As I am one of those who deprecated, at the time, the order for calling 
in the District Officers, I gladly avail myself of this opportunity to say, 
that there is much in the papers, which I have now seen for the first time, 
to justify that order. 

" Had that order, as respects Gya, been carried out with ordinary pru- 
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dence by retiring officials, there is every reason to believe that no 
disturbance would have taken place there. Anyhow, if the order were 
an error, it was a most venial one, and out-balanced very far by Mr. 
Tayler's vigorous administration of affairs during the time of our greatest 
peril. People may say what they lite ; but there can be no doubt that 
the peace of this large city has been all along preserved by Mr. Tayler's 
decisive and most justly rigorous measures for the punishment of those 
who dared to raise their hands against the Government. 

" Believe me, yours sincerely, 
Thursday. " R. KING." 



TRANSLATION of a PETITION Presented by the RESPECTABLE 
CITIZENS of PATNA to the LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR, dated 
6th AUGUST, 1857, aptee the VICTORY ovek the REBELS at 
ARRAH. 

Representation of the servants of the beneficent Master, high in dignity. 
May he ever reign and prosper ! 

We, devoted servants (of the State) do with great pleasure offer our 
congratulations on the expulsion of the rebels of Arrah, and give 
thousands of thanks to William Tayler Saheb, Bahadoor, Revenue 
Commissioner, for his excellent management of this City (Patna), and 
successful dealing with the conspirators of this place. We are gratified 
and delighted with the good management and extreme diligence of the 
gentleman above alluded to, and offer him our thanks. Up to this present 
moment we are in every respect enjoying peace and tranquillity. Such 
management, if continued, will increase our happiness and comfort, and 
completely exterminate all Rebels against the Government. Unable as 
we are to discharge the obligation we owe to a single Commissioner of the 
Government, how is it possible for us to discharge the obligation we owe 
to the Government itself (may it ever prosper) for its many beneficent 
acts from the commencement of its rule ? Thousands of hearts are 
praying that God, the Divine Creator, may ever preserve the reign of 
the Honorable Company, and daily increase its glory — may it be the 
fortune of us, the devoted servants of the State and well-wishers of the 
Government, to live in peace and tranquillity under the shelter of the 
Honorable Company; and may God always defeat the Rebels against 
Government and make their faces black ! We pray that the Officers of 
the Government, after perusing this representation, impregnated with 
congratulation and gratitude towards the Government, will transmit it 
to the Nawab Governor General Bahadoor (may his Lordship ever reign 
and prosper !) in order that it may be known to his Lordship whose mind 
is devoted to the safety and tranquillity of the people, that we ryots are 
in a happy and peaceful state. To say more is beyond the limit of 
respect. May the sun of his prosperity ever be shining and radiant ! 
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Representation of 
Behary Laul Pandey. 
Suyed Mahomed Khan. 
Suyed Mahomed Mehdee. 
Suyed Kaem Alee Khan. 
Suyed Velaet Alee Khan. 
Suyed Khyrat Hossain. 
Suyed Iuayet Alee Khan. 
Khajah Mahomed Kazim Tuyeb. 
Jhootee Laul, Motee Laul, and 

Kunyha Laul. 
Bundah Suyed Bahadoor Alec. 
Kuteef Kulub Khan alias Ladhee 

Mirza. 
Shaikh Rujub Alee. 
Suyed Alee Mahomed Khan. 
Afzul Alee Khan. 
Mirza Mahomed Abbas. 
Suhee Gokool Dass. 
Suyed Ameer Alee. 
Meer Imam Alee. 
Suyed Altaf Alee. 
Yousif Kulub Khan alias 

Nunhee Mirza. 

Dated the 6th day of the Month < 



the devoted Servants : 
Roy Hurrikishen. 
Ras Beharee. 
Gokloo Dos. 
Suyed Valaet Hossain. 
Vidyadhur Kuss. 
Joogul Purkishore. 
Suhee Bissessur Doss. 
Bundah Suyed Wahed Alee. 
Aga Mahomed, Teacher of the Patna 

School. 
Suyed Beza Hossain. 
Roy Nund Laul. 
Roy Byj Noth Pursaud. 
Shaikh Furrokh Hossain. May God 

have mercy upon hi in I 
Assom Suyed Nadir Alee. 
Mirza Mahomed Alee Khan. 
Meer Fida Alee. 
Nadir Alee Khan. 
Mirza Golshem. 
Ahmud Alee Khan. 
Hussun Alee Khan. 
Suyed Anowur Hossain. 

•f August, 1857. 



PETITION from Rajah MUHESSUR BUX SINGH, RAJAH of 
DOOMRAON, dated — November, 1857. 
To the Worshipful Lord of Prosperity. 

After compliments, represents that your servant has received no 
intelligence of your Honor's health and welfare since you left for Cal- 
cutta, which has greatly distressed me, and I now solicit you will kindly 
inform me on these points. 

Ever since we first heard of the misfortune which has befallen you, we 
have experienced great distress and disappointment, because from your 
justice and benevolence when you were Judge of Arrah, and your 
excellent administration when Commissioner of Patna, your servants 
derived comfort and security, and our lives and honors were preserved, 
for which your servant offers his prayers for your prosperity. 



F 
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PETITION from the RESPECTABLE CITIZENS of PATNA, 
dated — November, 1857. 
To the Exalted and Worshipful Mr. W. Tayler. May his prosperity be 

permanent! 

When, Honorable Sir, you were first appointed to the Commissioner- 
ship of the 11th Division, and assumed charge of your office, the 
inhabitants of the province experienced satisfaction and delight; and 
from your courtesy, justice, and benevolence, we all entertained the 
confident expectation that numerous benefits would accrue to us through 
your instrumentality. 

For instance, when the foundation of the Industrial Institution was 
laid, we regarded it as a special means of our improvement and civili- 
zation, and felt confident that when the scheme was carried out, we 
should derive numerous kinds of advantage, under the auspicious favour 
of the Hon'ble Company ; but to our mortification and distress, the 
Institution has been ruined. 

We deeply lament this misfortune. 

Furthermore, during the late period of sedition and disturbance, the 
measures and arrangements adopted by your Honor, with such energy 
and self-devotion, whereby you preserved the Company's territories and 
the inhabitants of the province, from the violence of scoundrels and 
rebels, the praise of this is in the mouth, and on the pen of all. 

Had you not, by your labor and exertions, kept down the disaffected 
and evil-doers, the whole of the Districts under your jurisdiction would 
have been ruined, and all the well-disposed inhabitants have fallen 
victims to the rebellious and the wicked. 

A thousand, thousand thanks we offer you for this service and these 
deeds, whereby you have driven sedition from your districts, and given 
security and confidence to the inhabitants. Again, when the outbreak 
and riot took place in the town through the instigation and designs of 
certain evil men, we feared that, after such an occurrence, the innocent 
might be confounded with the guilty ; but through your Honor's justice 
and discrimination, the well-disposed and loyal among the Citizens were 
protected, and only the evil and disaffected met the punishment due to 
their wickedness, so that the wicked dared not lift their heads again. 

Lastly, when the regiments mutinied at Dinapore, there was every 
probability that, first the City of Patna, and afterwards, the entire 
Province of Behar, would be wrapt in the flames of sedition ; but your 
measures and exertions saved everything, in gratitude for which, a 
petition was forwarded by the Citizens of Patna, on the 6th of August, to 
the Government of India, offering congratulations on the defeat of the 
rebels at Arrah, and recording our grateful acknowledgments for your 
Honor's valuable services, for which we have once again thought it right 
to proffer our renewed thanks. 

Signed by Fifty-one of the most respectable 

Native Residents. 
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LETTER from LOUIS JACKSON, Esq.,* JUDGE of RAJSHAHEE. 

Bauleah, 14i/t October, 1857. 

"My dear Tatler, — As an old friend of yours, I have heard with great 
regret of your removal from the Patna Commissionership, and although 
no one can form a satisfactory opinion upon such matters 'without seeing 
all the papers, I cannot help fancying that there must have been some 
strange misrepresentation, or mistake, to induce the Government to take 
the view it has taken of your proceedings. 

" According to public report, the charges against you are, first, undue 
and unqualified severity towards the Mahomedan residents at Patna ; and, 
second, the temporary abandonment of Gya and Mozufferpore, which is 
supposed to have indicated alarm on your part. 

"As to the Patna Mahomedans I know something of their dispositions 
and demeanour, and in a crisis like that we have been passing through, 
I am pretty certain that the only safe mode of treating them as a class, 
is determined and vigilant severity, accompanied with every description 
of politesse towards the higher classes, and of course the most rigid justice. 

' ' I don't know any one in the service whom I would have chosen rather 
than yourself for this union of the suaviter and the fortiter ; and having 
more than one native correspondent on the spot, I have always been 
assured that your ad mini stration in matters of police had been marked 
by caution in receiving intelligence, as well as decision in acting upon it, 
when worthy of confidence. 

" As to calling the officers from the two stations named ; — no doubt in 
the abstract the relinquishment of those positions would have a bad effect. 
But it is difficut for any one not upon the spot at the time, to appreciate 
the precise position of affairs at the time when you gave the order. I 
presume it was your intention to save the treasure if possible, and I 
imagine that our prestige would have suffered much more from our 
handful of officials at each station being overwhelmed and massacred, 
with the loss of treasure, &c. , than by a timely retreat, deliberately made, 
accompanied by the safety of the treasure and other public property. 

" As to your being carried away by panic, I should certainly not think 
you a likely subject to be inspired with what is commonly called funk. 
Nor have the newspapers, or the accounts I have heard from private 
individuals, by any means suggested that notion. At the same time, I 
wish people would draw some distinction between the heroic courage 
which obliges a man, under a chivalrous sense of duty, to remain 
like that noble fellow, Tudor Tucker, at his post, as long as the possi- 
bility of doing good remained, and even after the possibility had passed, 
and that other kind of cool courage, which comfortably directs other 
people to stand fast and bide the event ; in which latter kind I suppose 
you are thought to have been deficient. 



• N.B. — This Gentleman was formerly Magistrate of Patna. 

F 2 
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' ' I certainly had scarcely a hope for the Arrah men, one of them a kins- 
man of my own. Their successful gallantry and their unlooked-for 
rescue were alike marvellous ; but even after that had happened, it 
could not have been expected that the same things would happen else- 
where. 

' ' It may be safely granted, however, that you made a mistake in regard 
to Gya. I cannot call to mind the history of any man, however great or 
eminent, who did not make one, and numerous mistakes, " optimus ille, 
qui minimis urgetur," and I should certainly have supposed that the 
unquestionable success of your administration otherwise must have 
outweighed a single mistake, if such it was. Upon that point I have 
not the means of judging. 

" Upon all grounds I should be truly glad to hear that the Government 
had reconsidered its decision, and restored you to your official status. 

" Believe me always, 

" Most truly yours, 

" LOUIS JACKSON." 



LETTER from tele Rev. L. F. KALBERER, MISSIONARY at 
PATNA. • 

Calcutta, 13th November, 1857. 
Joratallao Street, No. 18. 

" Dear See, — A few days ago your papers had been put in my hands by 
a friend of mine, of whom I heard that you are here in Calcutta. 

' 1 1 have repeatedly been asked by gentlemen concern in g your doings at 
Patna, and though I am no politician, and hence gave my humble 
opinion and the same answer to every one, namely, that you were the 
man who saved Patna. I several times said I hope Mr. Tayler wiR get 
his reward from Government. But just a day or two before I left with 
my family, I heard by a private rumour that you should be suspended . 
I would nor could give credit to such a thing, and said it is impossible 
that Government can act so unwisely, and every one who spoke about it 
had stronger feelings about it than they could express in their just 
indignation against such injustice, and it was said, and the fact shows, 
that Government does not care that its loyal subjects should be kill ed. 

" But there is a consolation for you, in this, that you have done your 
duty towards your feUow-countrymen and saved the Uves of many, and 
probably the lives of thousands of natives. Had you been dismissed 
under circumstances for neglect of duty, the cup would have been bitter, 
for you would not have had the sympathy of aU those who know what 
measures you have adopted for our safety. 

" When I heard of your unjust dismissal I said to myself, how happy I 
can be that I do not serve such a master who would turn me out of doors 
in such an unjust way. Now nothing less could he satisfactory to you 



85 



and your countrymen's honor than to restore you into the same situation, 
and into the same place. 

" "Who, in future, under similar circumstances, would try to do all that 
is in his power to do, in order to give security to property and life, who 
has to he turned out for doing his duty ? But, granted for argument's 
sake, you made a mistake under these trying circumstances ? Should 
not the good which you had performed be more weighty than a single 
mistake ? One more word about sending that Mahomedan A. up to 
Patna. I cannot take it in another light than a disgrace and insult to 
the Europeans ; however holy or good man he may be, it is the appearance 
of it. The people of Patna will say that Government was afraid of them, 
and hence they sent one to reconcile them. What security can we have 
in future by such half measures ? Patna has been always hostile to 
Government, and hundreds of times we defended it in speaking with 
them. It was the duty of Government to stand firm to the same mea- 
sures which you had adopted with a strong hand, and I am certain the 
plottings and conspiracies against Government and every Christian, 
would have ceased for some time to come. Since the last twenty-one 
years I have been there as a Missionary, we know of several conspiracies, 
and how often the Mahomedans have openly expressed themselves, 
" when will the time come to kill all these Kafir Feringies." Of course 
we treated such expressions with contempt, and mind, it is not for the 
sake of preaching only that they speak thus, but the hatred of our services 
and the Government, and of all white-faced men has a deep root in their 
hearts ; hence only firm measures and the power of the sword under 
their principles, will keep them down. I have made my letter much 
longer than I thought, and hope you will not be offended with me in 
expressing my sympathy towards you. Trusting this will find you in 
the enjoyment of good health. 

" I have honor to be, Dear Sir, 

" Your most obedient Servant, 

"L. F. KALBERER." 



LETTER from RICHARD FOLEY, Esq. 

Dacca, 20th Nov. 1857. 

" Mr dear Sir, — I intended writing to you before leaving Patna, but 
want of time prevented me ; however, I have now the pleasure of carrying 
out my wishes, and beg to offer you my warmest thanks for the kindness 
we received during the troublous times at Patna. 

' ' We were very sorry, indeed, when we heard of your removal from the 
Commissionership of Patna : at first I could hardly believe such a measure 
would have been carried out, under the existing crisis ; besides, about a 
month prior to it, when Lootf Ally was in prison, similar reports were 
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current among the natives on two occasions ; but, to our regret and 
astonishment, this third time it proved too correct. 

"It is no wish of mine to offer comments on the proceedings of our 
Government ; but this far I will say, and so will all the residents, both 
of Patna and Dinapore, that it is to your energetic measures Patna owes 
its safety. 

" Had you remained in charge of your office, I certainly would not have 
left Patna ; but when under a Mahomedan conspiracy, a Mahomedan was 
placed in power, it was considered highly imprudent in me to risk the 
lives of my wife and family by remaining at that station. I am tho- 
roughly acquainted with the native character, and know it is considered 
a duty imperative with every faithful follower of the Prophet, to destroy 
us whenever an opportunity offers, as we are considered by them infidels 
in not believing in Mahomed. Some probably may be of opinion that 
there was a check over the Moslem, he having been placed under a Com- 
missioner ; but then it is a well-known fact, that Mahomedans can always 
play a double game, and many a man has been duped by them. I have 
no faith in them. It is almost impossible to make the Moslems of Hin- 
dostan act consistently with their faith. 

" From the commencement of the British rule in India, up to the present 
moment, the Mahomedans have not been, are not, and never will be 
friends to us, or to our Government : openly, from motives of interest 
and fear, they will profess friendship ; but in their hearts they are our 
bitterest enemies. 

"I remain, My dear Sir, 

" Tours faithfully, 
"RICHARD FOLEY." 



EXTRACT or a LETTER from R. SOLANO, Esq. 

Calcutta, 28th November, 1857. 
"Mi deak Mk.Tatiee, — That the safety and tranquillity of Patna has 
been due entirely to your severe but just and well-judged measures, it is 
needless for me to mention, for every one in Behar knows this fact, and 
no one doubts that, had it not been for those measures, the Patna District 
would have been thrown long ago into the same disorder and anarchy 
which have ruined the other neighbouring Zillahs. 

' ' The cause of your removal is a matter of surprise, nay, a mystery to 
every one who knows your long and successful services to Government, 
and to the country : the ostensible reason seems to be quite insufficient ; 
the measure itself is deeply regretted by the enliglitened and best portion 
of your late Division, specially by the European community, and it is to 
be hoped that the whole affair will be seen in its true and proper light, 
and for the honor of all concerned, that justice will triumph. 

" Believe me, Yours sincerely, 

"R. SOLANO." 
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LETTER from JAMES FORLONG, Esq. 

23rd December, 1857. 
" My Dear Tatler, — I return the copy of ' your defence ' with many 
thanks. After having read it carefully, to me it seems unanswerable, 
and confirms the verdict I have invariably heard given in your favour 
whenever the question between the Government and yourself has been 
mooted. Even if you had erred in the orders you issued relative to the 
Gya Station — such orders evidently sprung from a fearless and generous 
impulse to serve others even at the risk of discredit to yourself. Your 
removal from Patna was, in my opinion, an act in every way to be 
regretted, for it was not only unjust to you, but an act of grave impolicy 
as regarded the public ; — at least this is most unquestionably the opinion 
of all the intelligent Europeans who were in Behar at the time, when you 
were too suddenly removed from the Commissionership ; wishing your 
appeal Home may be successful. 

" Believe me, sincerely yours, 

" JAMES FORLOXG." 



APPENDIX III. 



MEMORANDUM SUBMITTED TO THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 
IN COUNCIL. 

As I have some reason to believe that certain imputations have, directly 
or indirectly, been brought against me, in regard to my administration at 
Patna, and may now perhaps be operating to my prejudice, I deem it 
right to offer some remarks upon the points to ■which, I have been in- 
formed, these imputations refer, while my appeal front' the late order of 
the Hon'ble the Lieutenant-Governor is yet undecided. 

One matter of complaint against me I understand to be, that I did not 
write with sufficient fulness or frequency to the Lieutenant-Governor. 

Another, that I did not ask the Lieutenant-Governor's permission before 
I adopted the measures which I deemed necessary for the protection of 
the City of Patna. 

A third, that I had too many criminals hanged. 

A fourth, that I caused dissatisfaction by my severity to the people. 

The two former matters have already formed subject of official com- 
plaint and discussion ; the latter have not been recorded, but are very 
generally supposed and reported to be in the mind of the Authorities, and 
to have been adduced to my prejudice. 

I propose to consider them in order. 

Some time after the insurrection broke out, I received a demi-official 
note from the Lieutenant-Governor, begging me to send him a line each 
day, "just to say all's well." 

In conformity with these instructions, I used to write short demi- 
official notes, giving a brief account of the state of things. 

Suddenly, I received several public letters in succession, complaining 
of the shortness of these notes, and severely criticising some expressions 
used. 

Not having the correspondence at hand, I am unable to quote the exact 
words, but one instance I specially remember. 

I had said in a private note, " I trust we shall weather the storm." 
The Lieutenant-Governor rebuked me publicly, saying " there was no 
storm at Patna !" My reply is with Government. 

Subsequently to the receipt of the Lieutenant-Governor's public 
instructions, I sent frequent public accounts of all that transpired, 
though my incessant occupation in the delicate and important enquiries, 
which were then just commencing, left scarcely a moment at my 
disposal. 
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The delay of a day, which occurred in the receipt of my account of Dr. 
Lyell's death, was fully explained, though I have heard it since mentioned 
as if it had not heen. 

I was actively engaged the whole night, till 4 a.m. ; the dak went out 
at 6 a.m. I despatched a long message by the Electric Telegraph the 
same day, and therefore postponed the transmission of my report, hy 
letter dak, to the day after. 

Two or three people, who had nothing to think of but themselves, 
wrote private notes hy dak to Calcutta during the night, when idling at 
my house, and the electric wire being out of order, which I did not know, 
these notes reached Calcutta first ! 

Latterly, I wrote frequent, and very full letters to the Lieutenant- 
Governor's Secretary, Mr. A. It. Young, in addition to the regular 
public reports, and am not aware that I gave any cause for complaint on 
this score afterwards. 

On the second point, viz., the not asking the permission of the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor before I adopted decided measures for the protection of 
the City, I have only to repeat what I have already stated to the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, viz., that I saw clearly he did not appreciate the gravity 
of the crisis. 

If it be considered presumptuous in me to say so, I can in mitigation 
only plead Mr. Halliday's own words. 

I have already said that he severely rebuked me for saying I hoped we 
should weather the storm, because " there was no storm at Patna!" 

In a subsequent letter, with the Delhi, Meerut, and other Mutinies as 
facts before him, and when every child in the Province knew that the 
Dinapore Pbegiments had made arrangements for mutinying, and were 
only biding their time, Mr, Halliday actually said it was "inconceivable" 
they should mutiny in the face of the European force ! and that unless 
they did, there would be no disturbance at Patna. 

I need scarcely say how utterly wrong were both these predictions ; but 
I respectfully request the Governor General's attentions to the expressions, 
and the creed which they exposed, as amply sufficient to justify me in my 
belief and conviction, that Mr. Halliday misjudged the question and mis- 
calculated the danger. 

The Regiments have mutinied, an outbreak at Patna did take place, and 
quite independently of the Mutiny ! 

I was therefore placed in a most embarrassing dile mm a, Two alter- 
natives were before me, — either to observe the forms of subordination and 
etiquette as in ordinary times, and permission for measures which I felt 
sure would not be granted, and thus sacrifice Patna, and probably all our 
lives, or — save the City, and report the measures afterwards. 

I need not say I chose the latter course, and as it was so signally suc- 
cessful, I should have thought that all informalities would have been 
condoned, and judgment, vigor, and success heen deemed worthy of 
commendation and reward. 



90 



Had I acted ora-Mr. Halliday's view of the state of affairs, I affirm, 
without hesitation or scruple, and this is the universal conviction, that 
Patna and the whole Province would have "been lost long ago — and for 
this reason. 

Had Mr. Halliday's view been the correct one, there was ohviously no 
danger to be apprehended — no preparations — no precautions were neces- 
sary. No disturbance at Patna, according to him, could take place till 
the Mutiny at Dinapore, and a Mutiny at Dinapore was " inconceivable." 

Under this view, therefore, no attempt would have been made to put a 
stop to the communication between the Sepoys and the Townspeople — no 
measures adopted for unravelling the conspiracies of Peer Ali Khan, Ali 
Kureem and others — the whole train of confederacy would have been laid 
and exploded without check or interruption — the people would have been 
left in the possession of their arms, and when the Mutiny did occur, there 
would have been a scene of massacre and bloodshed throughout the pro- 
vince. 

I submit for the consideration of the Governor General in Council, 
whether I was not to be commended rather than reproved for daring, at 
such a time, and with such objects before me, to act on my own responsi- 
bility. 

With respect to the executions which have taken place at Patna, I need 
only say that, with the exception of three men, all who were hanged were 
men proved to have been personally engaged in the outbreak and murder 
of Dr. LyeU. 

The majority of these were sentenced by the Magistrate and myself 
jointly sitting as Commissioners — the rest, after Mr. Lowis's suspension, 
by myself only, on the same evidence. 

Of three other men, one was a Nujeeb, who had been found tampering 
with the Seikhs, and incited them to rebel. 

The other, " W arris Ali," was Ali Kureem' s principal accomplice. 

The third was a Mahomedan Trooper of Captain Rattray's, against 
whom his own comrades brought the charge and gave evidence. 

The entire number executed by my orders is (I speak from memory) 
between twenty and thirty. 

And yet, I am told that I have been represented as a rabid and indis- 
crimate hanger ! — without mercy or conscience. 

On the fourth point, viz., that I have caused dissatisfaction to the 
people, I will only observe that, if the respectable classes are here referred 
to, it is a gross mis-statement. I can confidently affirm, that no one in 
India has more completely carried with him the hearts of all respectable 
and loyal men as I have — a fact that may be easily ascertained, if 
information is sought from independent sources, not from my enemies, or 
through a man like Ameer Ali. 

If it refers to the suspected, the turbulent, or the disloyal — whether 
rich or poor — and to the great body of the budmashes, I am proud to 
think my measures were distasteful to them. 
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' And here I cannot refrain from offering some remarks on this subject, 
which it is important, I think, for the Governor General in Council to 
note. 

This man, Ameer Ali, who has been raised to the dignity of Assistant 
Commissioner, to the astonishment and displeasure of all Englishmen and 
respectable natives, is the intimate friend and confidential adviser of the 
wealthy Banker, Lootf Ali, a man of disreputable character, whom I 
arrested and committed to the Sessions on a charge of harbouring a 
Mutineer. Ameer Ali, immediately after the arrest of Lootf Ali, was 
engaged by the latter to obtain his release, and if I am rightly informed, 
to cast discredit upon me, and represent to the Lieutenant-Governor that 
the people were dissatisfied. 

Large sums of money are hnotvn to have been sent down to Calcutta 
for distribution to further this end, and it is confidently stated that 
Ameer Ali received a great portion of it. I understand (but I speak 
under correction of the Lieutenant-Governor) that Ameer Ali was fre- . 
quently admitted to personal interviews with Mr. Halliday, in which he 
urged both these matters. 

Now it should be noted that, after the acquittal of Lootf Ali on the 
specific charge of harbouring, I made a public reference to the Lieutenant- 
Governor, asking whether criminal proceedings might not be taken against 
him, on the ground that two of his servan ts were actively concerned in the 
outbreak and murder which occurred at Patna on the 3rd of July. 

This reference was yet unanswered, when Ameer Ali, his great friend 
and purchased partisan, arrived armed with the powers of Assistant 
Commissioner. 

Lootf Ali, who had been previously admitted to a private interview 
with Mr. Farquharson, and treated with marked attention, though still 
under the imputation referred to above, was taken into special favor. 
Ameer Ali's arrival was regarded by all as the signal for his triumph and 
a shelter for his character. The first tiling almost that he did was to try 
and get up a petition, setting forth the discomfort of the people under 
Mr. Tayler, and their relief on the arrival of Mr. Samuells and Ameer 
Ali, and when the respectable citizens refused to join in it, they were 
openly threatened with the displeasure of Ameer Ali, the Assistant Com- 
missioner. 

These are circumstances that ought, I conceive, to be known to the 
Governor General, and as they are intimately connected with my case, 
which will probably be brought before His Lordship immediately, I take 
the liberty of submitting this Memorandum for consideration with the 
other papers. 

(Signed) W. TAYLER. 



APPENDIX IV. 



A. 

To — BAX, Esq.. 

Patna, July 30th. 

My deak Sir, — I have just received your letter of this date. I regret 
extremely to state that the force despatched to relieve Arrah has been 
defeated, and driven back with great loss in men and officers. Under 
these circumstances, it would be very unwise to march with so small a 
force as 150 men and 3 guns. 

The rebels are in great force, having been, as it is supposed, joined by 
some companies of the 25th N.L, with a supply of ammunition. 

We are about to occupy a military position at Dinapore ; and the 
object will be, to concentrate as many steamers and troops as possible, 
and, when strong enough, strike an effective blow at the enemy. 

I now send your letter to the General ; and, if he approves the idea, I 
would suggest that you come down to Dinapore with the troops and guns, 
when, if more come from below, we may be able to act effectively. If 
he does not, I have requested him to add to this note whatever he may 
advise. 

Another unsuccessful attempt would be productive of the worst con- 
sequences. 

When next we strike, we must hit hard, or not at all. 

Tours truly, 

W. T. 

N.B. — The force that marched to relieve the Arrah garrison consisted 
of 350 Europeans and 60 Seikhs. 150 Europeans have been killed ; and 
there is scarcely a man unhurt. 28 Seikhs were killed. — (True copy.) — 
W. T. 



B. 

MEMO, by the GENERAL COMMANDING at DINAPORE. 

July 30th, Midnight. 

The advance of the troops from Buxar towards Arrah wo\ud have been 
useful had our attack on the rebels succeeded. As it is, the Buxar force 
is weak to venture far from Buxar ; and it should occupy that until 
further communication is sent from Dinapore. As soon as more troops 
are available, another attack will be made from the side where co-opera- 
tion from Buxar may be arranged. 

It appears to be an error about the 25th having joined the rebels at 
Arrah. 

To Mb. A. LLOYD, 

Infantry Company, Dinapore. 



